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DATES TO
REMEMBERThe Lower School held their annual 

International Day, which saw many 
different countries being displayed. 
The Upper School Mock Trial Team 
made their way to New York over the 
Thanksgiving weekend to participate 
in the Empire Mock Trial Tournament. 
The School ended the month with the 
monthly-anticipated Bake Sale, Casu-
al Day, Knowledgeable Awards, and 
their Halloween/Harvest Spirit Day. Oc-
tober also saw the first round of Upper 
School Parent-Teacher Conferences. 

Celebrating Student Success
Tuesday, Nov. 5  
Guy Fawkes Day

Fri.- Mon., Nov. 8 - 11
No School – 
Remembrance Day

Wednesday, Nov. 13 
Kindness Day

Friday, Nov. 15
JK-Grade 8 Science Fair

Wednesday, Nov. 20 
Picture Re-takes

Wednesday, Nov. 27 
Causal Day – Students 
may dress down if they 
have paid the $20 Ca-
sual Day Fee

Friday, Nov. 29 
Report Cards Go Home 
(Lower School) and 
Progress /Report Cards 
are sent home (Upper 
School)

Monday, Dec. 2 
Term 2 begins for Lower 
School

At St. Jude’s Academy(SJA), October 
has been filled with activity. A new 
event, Nea Archi saw new families 
enjoy a wine and cheese information 
session on all things SJA. Students ap-
preciated their Fall Fundraiser trips to 
Kidsports, Glow Zone, and Air Riderz. 
Grade 5 to 8 students relished their 
first extracurricular activity—a trip to 
the Old Pro Golf Range, where they 
learned how to properly hold and 
swing a golf club. Some students also 
wrote their first Caribou Math Contest. 



Grade 5 – All Things “Matter”
The students have been busy learning that all things 
“matter.” They learned that everything is made of mat-
ter and realized that there are more than the three 
states of matter. They studied how molecules were 
formed in each state of matter and examined physical 
and chemical changes. They enjoyed hands-on exper-
iments and learned that some experiments do not turn 
out the way you thought they would. They worked their 
way through the Scientific Method for their Science Fair 
summative. They very much enjoyed their matter Sci-
entists in the School workshop, where they were able to 
demonstrate all they learned throughout this unit. 

ACADEMICS

SJA Mock Trial Team  
Competes in New York City
The St. Jude’s Academy Mock Trial Team has been 
around since the 2016-2017 school year. Since then, 
SJA students have been passionate about law and 
applying their love for justice and the legal system 
in this competitive format. Last year, the 3rd Mock 
Trial Team ever, placed in the top three in one of the 
fiercest Peel competitions we have encountered. 
The students were hungry to continue learning about 
law and together, the team submitted an applica-
tion with two essays to justify why they should be part 
of the tournament and how it would benefit their fu-
ture endeavours. The application was reviewed and 
accepted. 

Mock Trial Team Members:  
Parwaiz D. (Captain), Alex H., Saffia D., Alvin W., 

Noufil A., Zia V., Victoria M., and Jasleen B.

Together, this team represented SJA at the Inter-
national Empire Mock Trial Tournament in New York 
City in October. In this international competition, our 
team competed against 40 schools from China, Ire-
land, UK and US. The SJA Mock Trial Team prepared 
to represent both the Plaintiff and the Defence in a 
civil case: Tam v. Castle Construction. 

Although our team didn’t make the finals, we are 
pleased with the results and the opportunity overall. 
We will be that much more prepared for next time! 
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Anatomy & Physiology-  
A Form and Function Lab Experiment
Grade 10 Students conducted a laboratory re-
port to investigate how evolution and adaptation 
show relationships between form and function of 
systems.

Students conducted a lab dissection experiment 
on a fish to determine how the relationship be-
tween form and function of biological systems is 
evident in nature. They also reflected on the con-
clusions of the scientific methodology.

Their summative task was the completion of a lab 
report. This allowed students to research, present 
and interpret their findings with a critical analysis.
Students read books and papers on form and 
function so as to assert their experimental find-
ings within their lab reports, in light of scientifically 
peer-reviewed information.
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Library Lore
We’ve had lots of class visits. In a few classes we’re 
reading George’s Marvelous Medicine by Roald 
Dahl.  Everyone really loved Dragons Love Taco.  
This month we read Who Will Carve the Thanksgiv-
ing Turkey and Thanks for Thanksgiving. On Interna-
tional Day we read Around the World in the Blink of 
an Eye. Each page of this book features one hour 
in the day in a different country and each illustra-
tion is done by an artist from that country.   

In October, we are featuring Secret Path Week in 
the Library. Secret Path is a collection of songs by 
the late Gord Downie of the Tragically Hip.  The 
songs were inspired by the story of Chanie Wen-
jack, a First Nations boy who in 1966 attempted to 
walk 600 miles home when he ran away from res-
idential school and died on the way.  Secret Path 
Week is a time to answer Downie’s call to action 
to “Do Something.”  We are featuring challeng-
es for ReconciliACTION. These include learning 
whose traditional territory we live in, listening to 
indigenous music, podcasts, and stories, making 
bannock, and more.  Our SJA Library Blog provides 
challenges at www.sjalibrary.wordpress.com.

We are kicking off our Book Fair Crew meetings to 
get ready for The Book Fair next month! Stay tuned 
for more information!

Our Valuable Farms - SK 
The Central Idea for the SK’s Unit of Inquiry focused 
on, how farms are providers of many of our daily nutri-
tional needs.  The Lines of Inquiry looked at: the steps 
involved in getting food to our tables, the inquiry into 
the benefits of edible plant parts and an intro into why 
we need a variety of different farms.  The students 
were engaged in a variety of activities, such as a trip 
to Chudleigh’s Farm and an interactive presentation 
from The Ontario Dairy Farmers.  At the end of our unit, 
the SK’s showed their understanding with their summa-
tive projects!  Each student had the opportunity to re-
search and present about a fruit or vegetable, each 
student had to hand in a written and creative com-
ponent for their presentations.  We enjoyed learning 
about the farm and many resources we get from it and 
the animals.



Cedar Glen Grades 11/12 Trip
On a cool October morning a group of Grade 
11 and 12 students headed out for a day trip to 
Cedar Glen.  For many students it was their first 
taste of the country and their experience was a 
good one. As we were only spending a single 
day (Grades 7 to 10 spent two days at Cedar 
Glen in September) we chose the most exciting 
activities and had a great day of team building 
games, high ropes course, archery and animal 
survival. The day ended with a campfire and 
smores - a first for some of our students.  When 
reflecting on the High Ropes course, one student 
wrote, “I had decided not to take part, but after 
having thought over it I saw it as an opportunity 
to get out of my comfort zone. I found the climb-
ing really challenging and hope to do more of 
such activities to improve.” That’s our goal on 
these events. Yes, we want them to have fun and 
experience new things, but we also want the 
students to challenge themselves, to push them-
selves, and to realize that what they thought was 
a personal limit is simply the new starting line.

Professional Development 
at St. Jude’s Academy

We are constantly looking for ways to improve our 
methods and the overall SJA experience for students, 
parents and staff. This month’s Professional Develop-
ment (PD) Day was filled with fun, educational ses-
sions for teachers of both St. Jude’s Academy and 
The Maples Academy to assess current teaching 
techniques and discussions on new possibilities. 

A theme we will focus on for this school year is our 
math education, as Ontario’s math scores are the 
lowest they have ever been. Our goal is to raise the 
bar for math education in the province. Both our Low-
er and Upper Schools teachers prepared math les-
sons designed to help students grasp abstract math 
concepts, and subject specialist teachers connect-
ed math to their subjects through an interdisciplinary 
approach. We also focussed on how to create a ho-
listic, conducive environment for our community, dis-
cussing tools for communication between parents, 
students and staff, like phone calls, parent-teacher 
interviews, blogs, newsletters and more.

The Lower School teachers participated in an IB We-
binar, “The Learner,” which facilitated conversation 
about the new Enhanced PYP. They then experiment-
ed with a new planner and drafted report card com-
ment samples for the first half of the term. The Upper 
School teachers examined IB assessments focussed 
in specific subject areas to practice marking using 
the IB methods. Teachers revised their unit planner 
and assessments to enhance student engagement 
and learning.

PD Days are an essential part of our level of exper-
tise and the dedication to quality private education. 
Regularly evaluating our methods keeps us aware of 
any areas of improvement or gaps in teaching tech-
nique—and it helps us make your experience at St. 
Jude’s Academy the best as it can be! 
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Action Stars
Grade 2
Simrin was curious as to why the leaves out-
side change colours. She researched on the 
computer to find the answer! She taught the 
class about chlorophyll! 

Ronan has been learning how to make bar 
graphs in class. Ronan surveyed his hockey 
team to find their favourite super hero and 
graphed his results!

Grade 3 
Learning about the interactions of the Early 
Settlers and Indigenous Peoples in the 1800s, 
Saraya brought in an Indigenous doll whose 
outfit could have been made from buffalo fur. 
Sami went on a nature walk and explained 
who the Indigenous Peoples are to a group 
of people. After watching a video of how the 
Indigenous Peoples made syrup, Leah, Peter, 
Saraya, Mya and Kayla found tools and tried 
to gather sap from the trees at recess. Kayla 
and Mya wrote a paragraph in the Cree lan-
guage by using the vocabulary in one of our 
picture books. 

Grade 5 
Anthony brought in artifacts, books, and a 
mannequin for International Day. Amber, 
Hayden, Kareena, Jordan, Sachi, Sanjana 
and Joshua all brought in books on Portugal 
for their International Day activity.
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Work In Classrooms



Jr. K:   Krish A.
Jr. K:   Deann P.
Sr. K:   Zayyan S.
Sr. K:   Zaina K.
Grade 1:  Neel V.
Grade 1:  Noah T.
Grade 2:  Eric D.
Grade 2:  Kaniska K.
Grade 3:  Adi T.
Grade 3:  Joshua G.
Grade 4:  Vaibhav P.
Grade 4:  Justin L.
Grade 5:  Joshua A.
Grade 5:  Alexander K.
Grade 6:  Ahil A.
Grade 6:  Jasmeet S.
Grade 6:  Manny C.
Grade 7:  Shivam B.
Grade 8:  Lucas C.
Grade 9:  Avneet S.
Grade 10:  Liz O.
Grade 11:  J.C. D.
Grade 12:  Joshua A.

October Knowledgeable Award Winners
Primary French:  William P.
Primary French:  Kaniska K.
Junior French:  Rohaan M.
Junior French:  Rajan L.
Junior French:  Max N.
MYP Language Acquisition:  David P.

Design MYP:  Jas Vanya S.
Design MYP:  Christiaan S.

Phys Ed PYP:  Armaan P.
Phys Ed PYP:  Joshua A.
Phys Ed MYP:  Harshuir B.
Phys Ed MYP:  Krish J.

Music PYP:  Alexander M.
Music PYP:  Evan M. 
Music MYP:  Jarniko G.

Language Acquisition:  Zheng (Steven) S.

STUDENT LIFE

October House Events
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After the crazy month of September, October was a more relaxed month for House Activities. We had 
a special House Day before the Thanksgiving Break and the students in both Upper and Lower School 

had their chance to show 
House pride by dressing in 
house colours and partic-
ipating in several House 
Games. Whether scrambling 
to win the Backpack Scav-
enger Hunt, eat Jell-O faster 
than the competing House, 
or getting a Hula Hoop from 
one end of your team chain 
to the other (without unlink-
ing arms, of course), we had 
fun, were a bit goofy and 
most importantly grew as 
a House Team.  The month 
ended with a bang as we 
celebrate Halloween in tra-
ditional House form!
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FORE!
In addition to their Physical Ed-
ucation classes at the state-of-
the-art Wynn Fitness facities, our 
students in Grades 5 to 8 have 
the opportunity to go golfing, 
curling, skiing, bouldering, skat-
ing and participate in outdoor 
education during the year, be-
coming proficient in fun, exciting 
sports that go beyond the typi-
cal gym class.

Sports Teams 

Lower School Coach (who to contact) Rough Timeline
Grades 5/6 Coed Indoor Soccer Samuel / Orr / DiMascio September - October

Upper School
Grades 7/8 Indoor Boys Soccer Mr. Beresford, Coach Allan September - December
Grades 9-12 Open Volleyball Mr. Foster September - November
Grades 7-8 Open Basketball Mr. Orr  October - January

Intramural Sports
 Organized by Rough Timeline
Grades 10-12 Coed Soccer Beresford / Neal / Whetstone September - October
Grades 7-9 Coed Soccer Beresford / Neal / Whetstone September - October
Grades 3-6 Coed Soccer Beresford / Neal / Whetstone September - October
Upper School Open Spike Ball Beresford / Neal / Whetstone November - December

Chipping In
Students in the Lower School have been motivated to earn 
house points for their team by the use of 100-point chips/
tokens that they get for a variety of good deeds at school.

Music Class
Students learn that their computers can 
be used for a lot more than games as 
they create music using MIDI technology.



Extracurriculars 
Celebrating diversity and individuality is an inte-
gral part of St. Jude’s Academy’s student life and 
all-around school culture. The variety of extracur-
riculars available for our students reflects our dif-
ferent interests and the ways in which we express 
ourselves uniquely. Clubs at St. Jude’s Academy 
are meant to give our students opportunities to ex-
press themselves in ways that are not explored in 
the classroom. Clubs allow the student community 
to grow and connect organically through shared 
interests. 

In the Upper School, clubs have been starting 
each week. With Math Club, Debate Team, Mock 
Trial, Entrepreneurial Club, Cross Country, Battle of 
the Books and many others, there’s never a dull 
moment! And we’re not done yet!  Many more 
clubs will be starting soon! 

Our Mock Trial team travelled to New York city over 
the Thanksgiving weekend to battle it out with the 
leading international teams. The team won two of 
their four trials. St. Jude’s is proud of them and we 
all look forward to being able to cheer them on in 
person in the spring. 

Look for future updates on clubs that started this 
month, and look for information on clubs such as 
Model UN, DECA and Yearbook which will start in 
future months.

Readers Club
Ms. Hayward will be running a primary and junior 
recess Grade 5 and 6 students may visit the Library 
on Monday and Wednesday mornings during first 
recess and students in Grades 1and 2 may visit the 
Library on Tuesday and Thursday during first recess. 

JK/SK Recess Readers Club
Mrs. Blair and Mlle. Jessica will run on Day 4 from 
10:30 -11:00. Students who are interested may join 
Mrs. Blair and Mlle. Jessica in Room 5.

Crafts Club 
Ms. Coldwells will run this on Day 4 from 11:30 -12:00 
for students in Grade 1 and 2 (Room 25). 

Soccer Practice
Ms. Samuel and Ms. Di Mascio will run a Grade 4-6 
Co-ed soccer team every Wednesday from 11:00 
- 11:30 am.
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Chess Club
Mr. Conte will run a Chess Club on Day 3 from 11-
11:30 am. Students who are interested may join 
Mr. Conte in Room 31.

Choir
Mr. Conte, Ms. Chiappetta and Mr. Oliver will be 
running Choir on Day 5 from 11-11:30 am. Students 
who are interest may join them in Oliver’s room.

Well-being Club
Mr. Iqbal is running a Well-being Club every Friday 
from 12:30 - 1:00 pm. Upper School students who 
are interested may join Mr. Iqbal in the Art Room. 

Math Club
Dr. Kaur is running a Math Club every Wednesday 
morning at 8 am for both Lower and Upper School. 
Upper school students may also join her on Day 2 
from 12:20 – 1:00 pm.

Art Club
Mrs. Padovan, Ms. Bannon, and Ms. Carm will 
be holding an Art Club for the following holidays 
throughout the year: Thanksgiving - October 9, 
Christmas - December 18, Easter - April 8, and 
Mother’s Day - May 7. Be sure to sign up as there is 
limited space available!

Games & Cards Clubs
Beginning Tuesday, October 1 and every second 
Day 2 after that Grades 3-6 students may join Mrs. 
Hocevar in room 16. Beginning Tuesday, October 
8 and every second Day 1 after that, Grades 3-6 
students may join Ms. Jaskolka in Room 30. Don’t 
forget your board games or cards!

Monthly HOUSE Points Update 

680 700

701 200

645 600

KIP
ZBP

QSY



There are a number of fun and interesting After 
School Programs that students can choose to at-
tend.  

Piano (Tuesdays or/Wednesdays with Ms. Ban-
non or Mondays, Wednesdays, or Thursdays with 
student teacher Frederick Meneses)
Offered to students SK to Grade 6. Piano is a fun 
way to encourage and develop your child’s mu-
sical ability. We have group lessons, semi-private 
and private lessons for SK-Grade 6. All classes are 
30 minutes in duration and are every Tuesday, 
Wednesday or Thursday. Spaces are limited and 
time slots are given on a first- come basis.

Art & Recycling (Mondays with Ms. Veldboom 
from 4:00-5:00 pm)
Let your child explore the inner Picasso through St. 
Jude’s Academy After School Art Program. Chil-
dren will create their own masterpiece using dif-
ferent art mediums such as paint, canvas, wood, 
and glass. Please note there is no session on Octo-
ber 14. (Minimum of 10 students)

Karate (Tuesdays & Thursdays – JK/SK 3:30-4:00 
pm & Grades 1-6 4:00-5:00 pm): Karate is an ex-
citing way to get your child up and active. Give 

your child the opportunity to develop: respect, dis-
cipline, focus, and concentration.

Yoga (Wednesdays with Blossom Yoga from 4:00-
4:45 pm)
We are excited for the return of Blossom Yoga to 
SJA. Classes combine yoga poses, music, breath-
ing techniques, games, and reflective art to cap-
ture the attention and imagination of young yoga 
buds. Students will learn calming and relaxation 
techniques, build physical literacy, balance, flex-
ibility, and have fun. (Maximum of 15 students)

Dance (Fridays with In the Mix from 4:00-5:00 pm)
St. Jude’s is excited to welcome back ‘In The 
Mix’ video productions. Kids learn dance moves 
in these high-tech energized classes. Through 
solo and group participation, every child gets to 
explore what’s new in dance, music and iPad 
technology. The students work in teams being a 
director, dancer, choreographer, DJ, or producer 
to create one-of-a-kind music and dance videos. 
Please note there is no session on October 11. (A 
minimum of 10 students).

For more information please contact 
admissions@stjudesacademy.com

After School Programs (JK to Grade 6)
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George Harris Prep Academy 
Basketball
If you’ve been to the Upper School in the first 
couple of months, you may have noticed that 
the average height has risen considerably with 
the addition of several basketball players from 
the George Harris Prep Academy team enrolled 
in our Upper School program.

Currently, the GHP team is playing against other 
prep teams all over North America. Currently, 
their record is 3-3 against these elite teams. Slow 
starts seem to be the norm for this team, but once 
they get going they are hard to stop.

In addition to being full-time students at St. jude’s 
Academy, these players will help us field a very 
competitive baskball team for SJA later in the 
year. Students and staff alike are of the opinion 
that the new students are a positive addition to 
the school as a whole. 
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COMMUNITY

Lost & Found
Located in the Lower 
School Gymnasium 
All items not picked up 
will be donated to the 
local Salvation Army on 
Friday, November 8 at 
4pm.

Apple Picking

House Games

Fall 
Fundraiser 
Reward

Lost & Found
Located in the Lower 
School Gymnasium 
All items not picked up 
will be donated to the 
local Salvation Army on 
Friday, November 8 at 
4pm.
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IB World School JK-Grade 12
Saturday, November 23
10:00 am - 2:00 pm
2150 Torquay Mews, Mississauga
We welcome you to book your visit!
admissions@stjudesacademy.com
905-814-0277

St. Jude’s
Academy
Open House

St. Jude’s
Academy
Open House
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