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DATES TO
REMEMBERby A. Harvey and H. Hocevar

At St. Jude’s Academy (SJA), we have 
had an excellent first month back.  Stu-
dents, teachers and staff quickly found 
the groove of the back to school rou-
tine. Our school year started with Neo-
phyte Week, which saw students from JK 
to Grade 12, as well as faculty and staff 
enjoy our first SJA House Games and 
our first SJA House Spirit Day!  A variety 
of activities ran all week long, with stu-
dents never knowing when a new event 
would occur: before school, lunch time, 
right in the middle of the day – whichev-
er time it was, something wacky and fun 
was bound to happen.

The Lower School students raised over 
$4,000 during our Terry Fox Run. Par-
ents, students, faculty and staff enjoyed 
catching up with new and old friends 
during our Welcome BBQ. 

A new addition to our first month back 
was our Fall Fundraiser. During a fun-
filled week, students had the opportuni-
ty to participate in daily activities, which 
included the Lower School PJ Day, Pop-
corn Day, Dance Party and Electronics 
Day. In the Upper School, activities in-
cluded Cool Shoe Day, Popcorn Day, 
Ice Cream Truck Day, Video Game 
afternoon and ended with a Casual 
Day.  Each day included an assembly 
that celebrated money raised that day.  

Top fundraisers could do things like pie a 
teacher in the face, toilet paper a teach-
er’s car, fill Ms. Chin’s car with balloons, 
or other crazy choices. The assemblies 
included activities like popcorn or ice 
cream eating competitions, real-life frog-
ger games, or other events to get them 
thinking about the next day’s fundraising 
events. Together the Lower and Upper 
School raised over $10,000. The money 
raised goes towards: Production equip-
ment, Daily Physical Activity Equipment 
and new Chrome Books.

It’s Been A Busy First Month
Friday, October 4 
Nea Archi (New Parent 
Info Session) 7-9 pm

Friday, October 11
Professional  
Development
No School

Monday, October 14 
No School  
Thanksgiving Day 

Thursday, October 17
International Day

October 24 and 30 
Upper School Parent /
Teacher Conferences

Tuesday, October 29
Picture Day

Wednesday, October 30
Casual Day – Students 
may dress down if they 
have paid the $20 Ca-
sual Day Fee

Thursday, October 31 
Halloween/Harvest Spirit 
Day

Tuesday, November 5
Guy Fawkes Day



Learning about Healthy Habits
The JK classes have been busy learning about healthy 
habits in their current Unit of Inquiry(UOI). The students 
have had opportunities to explore healthy and un-
healthy foods, personal hygiene with an exciting visit 
from a local dentist, how germs spread quickly and why 
exercising is beneficial. In October, the students will visit 
Chudleigh’s Apple Farm which will tie nicely with their 
Unit of Inquiry (UOI). 

Presentations and Getting 
back into the Routine
The JK students presented their “All About Me Bag” 
during their second week of school and shared some-
thing special about themselves. They practiced their 
presentation skills such as talking in front of an audi-
ence, staying on topic, using full sentences and a loud 
voice. As students get adjusted to the routine, teachers 
have been practicing purposeful play in the classroom 
involving Math, Language, Science, Social studies, 
where students have rigorous opportunities to develop 
cognitively, socially, emotionally and physically. Stu-
dents are encouraged to inquiry into important con-
cepts, personal interests and construct meaning from 
their interactions which will lead them to have new ex-
periences and further learning.

Grade 6 Began with a Bang! 
Preparations for the Science 
Fair Exhibition are Underway
As students strive to prepare for exhibition, they are ad-
justing to a quicker work pace, note-taking, and lots of 
research. We began this school year with the Sharing 
the Planet Transdisciplinary theme where we are dis-
covering much about energy. Students are learning 
about many concepts, such as the characteristics of 
current and static electricity, the Law of Conservation 
of Energy (and energy transformations) and our respon-
sibility when it comes to energy-related matters. Grade 
6 students have built series and parallel circuits and 
an electromagnet. Students have investigated static 
charges using balloons and paper and learned about 
insulators and conductors through investigations. Walk 
by the Grade 6 class rooms to see our electrical safety 
tips. Students are becoming familiar with how the OPG 
provides electricity to our homes using different energy 
generating stations. All this learning is preparing them 
for their summative task, which is also their science fair 

ACADEMICS

project. Students will be designing, building and testing 
an electric car! Visit the Grade 6 class rooms on Sci-
ence Fair Day, Friday, November 15, to see how these 
turn out.

Lower School Library 

by H. Hayward, SJA Teacher Librarian

It has been a sensational September in the Library! It is 
so wonderful that the students were all excitedly await-
ing the re-opening of the Library and the opportunity to 
check out books, read together and help out.  Lower 
School teachers have signed up for class visits, students 
have shared their thoughts and ideas about what the 
Library is and what it needs and having a have fun les-
son on book care. Student have worked on their infor-
mation literacy and research skills. We’ve already had 
our first Grade 6 workshop on citations and a little bit of 
research with the Grade 3 students.

Recess Readers are now underway. Grade 5/6 students 
are on Mondays/Wednesdays. Grade 3/4 students and 
Grade 1/2 students are on Tuesdays/Thursdays. This is 
a great time for students to come and read by them-
selves or together, to talk about books and explore new 
stories.

The Who Am I? contest was our first Library Contest!  A 
clue was given each day towards the identity of a fa-
mous author. The mystery author was Roald Dahl. The 
four winners each won a book by Roald Dahl. An addi-
tional set of Dahl books has been added to the Library 
collection. There will be more contests coming up soon!

We’ve had our first Culinary Creations brought in. If you 
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borrow a cookbook, a craft book, or a how-to book of 
some sort, I encourage you to take a photo and send it 
to me or bring the item in to be photographed. We will 
then share these photos on our 
new “Creations” display wall. 

Book Fair Crew job applications 
went out and we have a great 
team of students to help pre-
pare for our upcoming Galaxies 
of Stories Book Fair, opening No-
vember 25.  

More new books to our Library 
will be added to the Library as 
I found some great new books 
over the summer and one of our 
students, Eric, has donated four 
boxes of fantastic books to the 
Library. It’s going to be a fun-filled year at the Library. 
You can keep track of what’s happening in the Library 
by following the library blog at www.sjalibrary.word-
press.com .  

Birthday Book Club is still as 
popular as ever.  Birthday Book 
Club students can donate a book(s) 
to the Library for their birthday. Their 
name will be placed inside the front 
cover and  they can be the first 
to sign it out. They will  receive  a 
Birthday Book Club picture with Mel-
vil displayed on the Birthday Book 
Club Wall, a Birthday Book Club 
Bookmark and a prize from the little 
prize box.

Action Stars
Grade 6   
Vishva took her learning further by watching more 
videos about the forms of energy. She came 
across an acronym to remember the various en-
ergy forms (MELTS). She created a PowToon to ex-
plain the acronym, and shared her PowToon with 
the class. She also shared a video link about how a 
potato can be used to power a digital clock. Jas-
meet, Divyansh, Charlie, and Daniel conducted 
their own research about their experiment on insu-
lators and conductors and explained why bubbles 
were forming and why the electrolyte changed 
colour when a current was passed through a salt 
water solution. Sofia opened up a battery (with her 
dad’s supervision – don’t do this on your own kids) 
in an effort to find the answer to her class’ ques-

tion “What is in a battery?” 
She shared pictures and her 
observations with her class. 
Emana shared a PowerPoint 
she had made about the dif-
ferent forms of energy. Aam-
na and Eva have taken their 
learning on mind mapping 
further by practicing mind 
mapping at home on their 
own topics and teaching their 
parents about mind mapping 
too! Divyansh shared a con-
versation he had with his aunt 

regarding pacemakers, which we had discussed 
in connection to electricity in class. His aunt ex-
plained how one model of pacemaker will alert 
physicians when a patient’s heart is not beating 
properly and the physician will contact the pa-
tient to come in for a check-up. 

Grade 5 
Adam reminded a child who kept pushing the but-
ton at the water fountain that they were wasting 
our water supply/source and  it is  important for 
the environment not to do that. He also assisted 
some younger students in solving a discrepancy 
they were having. 

Grade 1 
students are taking action at home for their respon-
sibility unit. Angelica takes on the responsibility of 
doing her dishes on a daily basis. Tanisha making 
her bed and Riya helps fills the dish washer.

Monthly HOUSE Points Update 

568 600

561 400

509 000

KIP
ZBP
QSY
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Jr. K: Saakshi S.
Jr. K: Preet K.
Sr. K: Aaraiz M.
Sr. K: Aaryan S.
Grade 1: Vivahn S.
Grade 1: Aidan J.
Grade 2: Ayen B.
Grade 2: Kian N.
Grade 3: David A.
Grade 3: Sami K.
Grade 4: Abdul B.
Grade 4: Rohaan M.
Grade 5: Maxime N.
Grade 5: Daksh J.
Grade 6: Joshua A.
Grade 6: Vishva S.
Grade 6: Sethumi H.
Grade 7: Rhea B.
Grade 8: Ilias F.
Grade 9: Additi M.
Grade 10: Yutong C.
Grade 11: Zhirun (Anna) L.
Grade 12: Wesley H.

September Inquirer Award Winners
Primary French: Pawan A.
Primary French: Saraya J.
Junior French: Khaliyah S.
Junior French: Manny C.
Junior French: Amber M.
MYP French: Lucas L.
MYP French: Shubh J.

Phys Ed: PYP: Kara P.
Phys Ed: PYP: Isabella P.
Phys Ed: MYP: Lucas L.
Phys Ed: MYP: Sofia M.

Music: PYP: Jacob O.
Music: PYP: Adi T. 
Music: MYP: Ilias F.

Design MYP: Sia S.
Design: MYP: Jas S.

ESL: Qi (Jason) Y.

STUDENT LIFE

St. Jude’s Academy Student Council 2019-2020
From left to right:

Grades 9/10 
Ambassador 
Avneet K.

Grades 7/8 
Ambassador 
Jas S.

Vice-President 
Parwaiz D.

President 
Sohail I.

COO 
Abdulah F.

CFO 
Noufil A.
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Ontario Universities’ Fair
by V. Chang

Every September, SJA students in Grade 11 and 
12 attend the Ontario Universities’ Fair at the Met-
ro Toronto Convention Centre. This trip gives them 
the opportunity to speak to representatives from 
all 21 Ontario schools. Students are able to learn 
about all aspects of post-secondary education, 
ask program-specific questions, including admis-
sions requirements and collect Viewbooks to fur-
ther research the schools of their choice in more 
detail. Grade 11 students are always invited for 
the purposes of encouraging them to get an ear-
lier start on generating conversations and thinking 
about what their potential plans and aspirations 
are after graduating from high school.

After gathering the appropriate preliminary infor-
mation, Grade 12 students and families are invit-
ed to meet with Ms. Chang in October to discuss 
University choices, programs, admissions require-
ments and application processes. Any additional 
information and concerns can also be addressed 
to help Grade 12 class reduce the stresses of their 
final year and make it a successful one.

St. Francis Xavier University 
Information Session “Home 
Away From Home”
by V. Chang 

In September, Student Success Leader Greg Nu-
gent paid a visit to SJA to share highlights of one of 
Nova Scotia’s post-secondary institutions, St. Fran-
cis Xavier University. Greg gave a presentation to 
Grade 11 and 12 students on what St. Francis Xavi-
er has to offer, including the smaller population 
of students, which would benefit some in terms 
of having more personal attention and inclusivity 
compared to larger-sized universities. Many pro-
grams and extracurricular activities are offered at 
the school, to cater to students’ interests. Gradu-
ates of St. Francis Xavier also proudly wear the “X 
ring”. Last year’s SJA alumni, Jude Sawatsky, Alber-
to Paluzzi and Jake Chiappino, currently attend St. 
FX and are enjoying their experiences there so far. 
For further information regarding St. FX, please see 
Ms. Chang or Ms. Abby Sawatsky (another alum-
nus!).
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The Importance of 
Outdoor Education 
by S. Neal

In truth, there are many reasons for our students 
(Grades 7 to 12) to take part in an overnight and 
day trips. We do these trips to let the students get 
to know each other better – the first activity usu-
ally involves naming each person in the group, 
something few can do at the beginning but most 
can do by the end.  We do these trips to cause 
students to stretch and grow in ways they aren’t 
often exposed to at St. Jude’s Academy. It’s not 
every day they are asked to climb a high ropes 
course and have the thrill of overcoming their own 
fears. We do these trips so that they can learn new 
skills, such as starting a fire with flint and steel, or 
building a shelter with only fallen logs. The obvi-
ous question is: “When will they need such skills?” 
Let’s be honest, it’s unlikely they’ll find themselves 
trapped in the great outdoors without shelter, so 
we need to look deeper. As they faced the var-
ious challenges ahead of them, most of the stu-
dents didn’t think they could succeed. Yet, in the 
end they’d all did it. They learned they can do 
things they never thought possible, and that is a 
life skill worth embracing. So, why do a trip like the 
one to Cedar Glen?  Because life is so much more 
than what students are exposed to in their day to 
day lives, and this is a sneak peek at what else is 
out there and what they can accomplish if they 
simply step out and face the challenge head on. 

Welcome to Your House 
SJA House System
St. Jude’s Academy has a rich and vibrant school 
culture largely because of our House System, 
which brings together staff and students from all 
different parts of the school, from Junior Kindergar-
ten all the way up to Grade 12. Houses have been 
an integral part of schools for hundreds of years, 
and St. Jude’s Academy students get to be a part 
of this very special 
tradition, they are a 
part of a House that 
accepts and wel-
comes them with 
open arms. Students 
are placed into their 
House before they 
even arrive at our 
school, ensuring that students feel a sense of be-
longing from the very first moment they cross our 
threshold. With the start of our ‘Neophyte Week,’ 
Houses are developed through camping outings, 
Spirit Day challenges and various team-building 
events. The camaraderie of the House System is a 
foundational element to community at St. Jude’s 
Academy. Although we are always one large fam-
ily of students, parents and faculty, the light-heart-
ed competition between Houses allows students a 
forum to embrace healthy challenges, experience 
stunning victories and embrace crushing losses, all 
while surrounded by those they’ve come to know 
as family over their years at St. Jude’s Academy.
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Extracurriculars 
We have exciting clubs taking place at St. Jude’s 
Academy.  Take a look through to see where your 
child’s interests are and encourage them to take 
part!

Readers Club
Ms. Hayward will be running a primary and ju-
nior recess Readers Club. Grade 5 and 6 students 
may visit the Library on Monday and Wednesday 
mornings during first recess and students in Grade 
1 may visit the Library on Tuesday and Thursday 
during first recess. 

JK/SK Recess Readers Club
Mrs. Blair and Mlle. Jessica will run this on Day 4 
from 10:30-11:00 am. Students who are interested 
may join Mrs. Blair and Mlle. Jessica in Room 5.

Crafts Club 
Ms. Coldwells will run this on Day 4 from 11:30-12:00 
for students in Grades 1 and 2 (Room 25). 

Soccer Practice
Ms. Samuel and Ms. Di Mascio will be running a Co-
ed soccer practice for Grades 4-6 every Wednes-
day from 11:00-11:30 am.

Chess Club
Mr. Conte will be running a Chess Club on Day 
3 from 11-11:30 am. Students who are interested 
may join Mr. Conte in Room 31.

Choir
Mr. Conte, Ms. Chiappetta and Mr. Oliver will be 
running Choir on Day 5 from 11-11:30 am. Students 
who are interest may join them in Mr. Oliver’s room.

Well-being Club
Mr. Iqbal is running a Well-being Club every Friday 
from 12:30 - 1:00 pm. Upper School students who 
are interested may join Mr. Iqbal in the Art Room. 

Mock Trial Club
Ms. Lopez is running a Mock Trial Club every Tues-
day, Wednesday and Thursday at lunch and after 
school until October 10.
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Math Club
Dr. Kaur is running a Math Club every Wednesday 
morning at 8:00 am for both Lower and Upper 
School. Upper School students may also join her 
on Day 2 from 12.20 - 1.00.

Art Club
Mrs. Padovan, Ms. Bannon, and Ms. Carm will 
be holding an Art Club for the following holidays 
throughout the year: Thanksgiving - October 9, 
Christmas - December 18, Easter - April 8 , and 
Mother’s Day - May 7. Be sure to sign up as there is 
limited space available. 

Games & Cards Clubs
Mrs. Hocevar will be running Board Games/Cards 
Club for Grades 3 and 4,starting Tuesday, Octo-
ber,1 and every Day 2 in Room 16. Don’t forget 
your boards and games! 1:40-2:00.

Ms. Jaskolka will be running a Games/Card Club 
for Grades 3 and 4, starting Tuesday, October 8 
and every Day 1 in Room 30. Don’t forget your 
boards and games! 1:40-2:00 pm.



There are a number of fun and interesting After 
School Programs that students can choose to at-
tend.  

Piano (Tuesdays or/Wednesdays with Ms. Ban-
non or Mondays, Wednesdays, or Thursdays with 
student teacher Frederick Meneses)
Offered to students SK to Grade 6. Piano is a fun 
way to encourage and develop your child’s mu-
sical ability. We have group lessons, semi-private 
and private lessons for SK-Grade 6. All classes are 
30 minutes in duration and are every Tuesday, 
Wednesday or Thursday. Spaces are limited and 
time slots are given on a first- come basis.

Art & Recycling (Mondays with Ms. Veldboom 
from 4:00-5:00 pm)
Let your child explore the inner Picasso through St. 
Jude’s Academy After School Art Program. Chil-
dren will create their own masterpiece using dif-
ferent art mediums such as paint, canvas, wood, 
and glass. Please note there is no session on Octo-
ber 14. (Minimum of 10 students)

Karate (Tuesdays & Thursdays – JK/SK 3:30-4:00 
pm & Grades 1-6 4:00-5:00 pm): Karate is an ex-
citing way to get your child up and active. Give 

your child the opportunity to develop: respect, dis-
cipline, focus, and concentration.

Yoga (Wednesdays with Blossom Yoga from 4:00-
4:45 pm)
We are excited for the return of Blossom Yoga to 
SJA. Classes combine yoga poses, music, breath-
ing techniques, games, and reflective art to cap-
ture the attention and imagination of young yoga 
buds. Students will learn calming and relaxation 
techniques, build physical literacy, balance, flex-
ibility, and have fun. (Maximum of 15 students)

Dance (Fridays with In the Mix from 4:00-5:00 pm)
St. Jude’s is excited to welcome back ‘In The 
Mix’ video productions. Kids learn dance moves 
in these high-tech energized classes. Through 
solo and group participation, every child gets to 
explore what’s new in dance, music and iPad 
technology. The students work in teams being a 
director, dancer, choreographer, DJ, or producer 
to create one-of-a-kind music and dance videos. 
Please note there is no session on October 11. (A 
minimum of 10 students).

For more information please contact 
admissions@stjudesacademy.com

After School Programs (JK to Grade 6)

Sports Teams Coach (who to contact) Rough Timeline

Lower School
Grades 5/6 Coed Indoor Soccer Samuel / Orr / DiMascio September - October
Grades 1-6 Cross Country Boys & Girls Mr. Orr September - October

Upper School
Grades 7/8 Indoor Boys Soccer Mr. Beresford, Coach Allan September - December
Grades 9-12 Open Volleyball Mr. Foster September - November
Grades 7-8 Boys & Girls Cross Country Ms. Zerafa September - October
Grades 9-12 Boys & Girls Cross Country Ms. Zerafa September - October
Grades 9-12 Open Flag Football Mr. Beresford September - October
Grades 7-8 Open Basketball Mr. Orr  October - January

Intramural Sports
 Organized by Rough Timeline
Grades 10-12 Coed Soccer Neal / Whetstone / Beresford September - October
Grades 7-9 Coed Soccer Neal / Whetstone / Beresford September - October
Grades 3-6 Coed Soccer Neal / Whetstone / Beresford September - October
Upper School Open Spike Ball Neal / Whetstone / Beresford November - December
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No more guessing when your bus is coming, wait-
ing in the cold when the bus is late or rushing in 
case the bus is early! With our new bus tracking 
app, you’ll know exactly where the bus is and 
when it will arrive at your stop. Your mornings and 
afternoons won’t be as chaotic anymore due to 
stressful pickups and drop-offs. Taking the bus to 
and from school will always be an easy and wor-
ry-free experience for you and your child.

We have ensured that our bus tracking app is us-
er-friendly and free for you to use at your conve-
nience. Just download the app onto your smart-
phone and with just a few clicks, you’ll know your 
bus location and arrival time, without the need for 

COMMUNITY

NOW AVAILABLE at St. Jude’s Academy: 
Our New Bus Tracking App!

frantic calls to the school about where your bus 
is. School bussing is one of the safest methods of 
transportation, and with our new app, it’s more 
convenient and easier than ever!

Visit our web site for more information (https://stju-
desacademy.com/admissions/bussing/)
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