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DATES TO
REMEMBER

New Beginnings 2020
Jan. 31 – Feb. 3
Grade 9 & 10 
New York Trip
Thursday, Feb. 6 
JK - Grade 3 
Oral Competition
Friday, Feb. 7
Grade 4 – 8 
Oral Competition
Saturday, Feb. 8 
Open House
Monday, Feb. 10
Year Ahead Day (Lower 
School) Grade 7 & 8 Ski 
Trip to Horseshoe Valley
February 11 – 14: 
Grade 8 Quebec Trip
Thursday, Feb. 13
Valentine’s Spirit Day
& 100th Day of School
Friday, Feb. 14
PD Day (No school for 
students)
Monday, Feb. 17
Family Day (No school)
Tuesday, Feb. 18 
Re-registration Deadline
Wednesday, Feb. 19 
Grade 5 & 6 Ski Trip 
Thursday, Feb. 20
Grade 11 UTM Trip

Students (JK-Grade 8) were busy in 
December preparing for their Christ-
mas Concerts, a job well done St. 
Jude’s! To end December, students 
enjoyed our monthly bake sale, ca-
sual day and Christmas Spirit Day, 
which included students playing pin 
the tail on the reindeer! In January, 
JK to Grade 8 prepared for the SJA 
Annual Oral Competition which will 
take place in February. JK to Grade 3 
students focussed on poem and sto-
ry retells, while Grade 4 to 8 students 

wrote and memorized speeches. The 
Grade 5 to 8 students had their first ski 
trips with the Grade 5 and 6 students 
going to Glen Eden and the Grade 
7 and 8 students skiing at Horseshoe 
Valley. 

The Caribou Math Contests contin-
ued and the monthly casual day and 
bake sale were held. Upper School 
events included a clothing drive and 
candy cane grams.



ACADEMICS
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Celebrations and Traditions Around the World
The Grade 2 students wrapped up their Unit of In-
quiry learning about immigration and reasons as 
to why people migrate. Students displayed their 
learned knowledge from the unit by interviewing 
a family member about their immigration journey 
and turning it into a storybook to read to others. 
They have also learned about different celebra-
tions and traditions around the world. Their field 

trip to the Benares Historic House allowed them to 
learn about Hanukkah, Kwanzaa, Chinese New 
Year and Christmas. Students toured a house and 
learned about how Christmas was celebrated in 
Mississauga 100 years ago! They researched dif-
ferent winter traditions and upon their return from 
Christmas break, they began learning about Chi-
nese New Year.

How We Organize 
Ourselves 
Grade 3 students  explored the differences with-
in communities in Ontario. Their focus for this unit 
was developing an understanding that landforms 
and environmental factors influence the devel-
opment of communities. They learned about the 
features of urban, suburban and rural communi-
ties. The students identified the three-landform re-
gions within Ontario and the occupations that can 
be found within those regions. After they returned 
from Christmas break they began working on their 
debate for the summative task.

Learning About 
Different Explorers
Our Grade 6 students focussed on learning about 
different explorers and answering, “Who were the 
first peoples to discover the American continents?” 
As they continue with the Where We Are in Place 
and Time Transdisciplinary theme, they are devel-
oping their critical thinking skills and examining ev-
idence to answer these questions. Students have 
also learned about the Asian, Polynesian, Irish, Vi-
king, English, French, Portuguese and Spanish ex-
plorers who were all said to have discovered the 
American continents! As they delve deeper into 
this exploration, students are challenged to state 
their viewpoints on who the original explorers were 
and justify their reasons using evidence. Through-
out this process, the students learned about other 
nations and cultures and how to have a respect-
ful conversation with another person, even if they 
have a different viewpoint. All this research and 
ability to strongly justify their points will serve them 
greatly during the Exhibition process.

JK Update
The JK students focus their learning during the sec-
ond unit on Math and Language. They are explor-
ing the different characteristics of shapes which 
help them identify and organize visual informa-
tion. Learning about shapes in our Geometry Unit 
has helped the JK students understand other signs 
and symbols and grasp the concept of patterns. 
During Language, they are beginning to demon-
strate the concept of a letter, a word, as well as 
forming letters correctly. Throughout this unit, stu-
dents are also learning how to write using the right 
directionality. The purpose of this unit is to bridge 
their learning between Math, Language and the 
world around us in such a way that the students 
are able to identify patterns and apply their num-
ber sense in the classroom and most importantly in 
any natural setting.
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Congratulations to our 
Lower School Action 
Stars
Grade 2 - During learning about Chinese New 
Year, Kai told us about his traditions with his family 
and taught us some important Chinese words they 
use during this celebration! 

Grade 6 - Following the class’ Inquiry Project Pre-
sentations on various Canadian indigenous peo-
ples, Eva researched more on her own, drawing 
a character for each group she heard about and 
giving each character a name.

JK: Alexander S
JK: Mira H
SK: Nihal S
SK: Aishini G
Grade 1: Noorah S
Grade 1: Elijah M
Grade 2: Nimrata S
Grade 2: Aarav M
Grade 3: Nina S
Grade 3: Mya A
Grade 4: Aashrith A
Grade 4: Jordan B
Grade 5: Joshua A
Grade 5: Jorvin G
Grade 6: Krina R
Grade 6: Emana R
Grade 6: Surkhab M
Grade 7: Thomas B
Grade 8: Jarniko G
Grade 9: Adrian M
Grade 10: Pavel B
Grade 11: Nihal V
Grade 12: Johnathon W

Primary French: Riaan G, Kian N
Jr. French: Alister W, Ronit M, Jordan L
MYP French: Christiaan S, Adrian M,
Phys Ed PYP: Amogh M, Alyssa V
Phys Ed MYP: Thomas B, Roya I
Music PYP: Arya N, William P 
Music MYP: Lucas L 
MYP Arts: Mehar G
Design MYP: Lynne S
ESL: Yutong (Bonnie) C
ESL: Huanyu (Tony) D.

December 
Communicator 
Award Winners

Our 2020 Grads Have 
Received Early 
Acceptance Offers From:
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Mr. Foster’s Market and Ms. Gandy’s Groceries
As part of their summative assessment, the Grade 1 classes decided to open a Farmers Market to com-
plement their organization unit. The market included selling fruits, vegetables, drinks and other healthy 
snacks. It took place over two days in January and was held in two classrooms. $1,023 was raised and 
will be donated to the Ronald McDonald House at SickKids.

IB Middle Years and Diploma Programme 
Information Sessions 
Our parents and students in Grades 8, 9 and 10 attended a presentation in January highlighting the 
IB Middle Years Programme (MYP) and the Diploma Programme (DP). During this meeting informa-
tion was shared regarding the transition through years 4 and 5 of the MYP into the DP, the structure 
of the DP, the advantages of taking up the challenge to earn the full IB Diploma, why St Jude’s 
Academy offers the best choice for pursuing the DP and how our program is different and provides 
the best opportunity for all students to learn the skills necessary to succeed, not only at college or 
university, but in our complex and challenging world.
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SJA Annual JK to Grade 8 Oral Competition
Thursday, February 6: JK and SK at 9 am/Grades 1 to 3 at 10 am 
Friday, February 7: Grades 4 to 6 at 9 am/Grades 7 and 8 at 11 am 
SJA/TMA Interschool Competition: Thursday, February 27 - Time TBD
Location: SJA Antechamber

Preparation for St. Jude’s Academy’s annual JK to 
Grade 8 Oral Competition is under way. Students 
in Kindergarten recite a poem they have been giv-
en by their teacher to memorize. Grades 1 to 3 stu-
dents retell a story. Students in Grade 4 write and 
recite an informative speech that they have pre-
pared. Students in Grades 5 to 8 write and recite 
a persuasive speech that they have prepared. Six 
students from each grade will be selected by their 

teachers to participate in the presentations that 
take place in front of a larger audience with at-
tending families and friends on Thursday, February 
6 and Friday, February 7. Winners from this round 
will compete against students from The Maples 
Academy on Thursday, February 27. Please join us 
for these cute, enjoyable, informative and con-
vincing competitions.
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Personal Project 
Product Showcase
The Grade 10 students showcased their Personal 
Projects to an audience of parents, faculty and 
staff preceding and following the MYP Information 
Session on January 15.  

Students are encouraged to choose something 
they have always wanted to do—to research it 
and to take action! Students begin by selecting 
the global context and topic they would like to ex-
plore and from there they develop an end goal of 
what they would like to achieve.

The Personal Project is an
independent research project 

that all students at 
International Baccalaureate 

schools undertake. It is 
designed to demonstrate the 
student’s ability to inde-
pendently organize, create 
and complete a significant 

body of work.
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SJA Hosts University/College Fair
On December 6, about a dozen colleges and uni-
versities from Canada and the USA came to St. 
Jude’s Academy to inform our students of what 
they each had to offer. Our students got great ex-
posure to some options that they didn’t previously 
know existed. 



SJA ARTS 
Sculpture
You may have noticed when walking through the 
SJA halls that there are sculptures in various loca-
tions. They are pieces that were created by Grade 
10 students from the “Sculpture” unit in the Middle 
Years Programme (MYP) Year 5 Media Arts Course.  

Ms. Veldboom, our MYP Art & Design teacher, 
notes that this work showcases together various 
tasks and assignments:

Figure Studies (Formative) 
In clay, the students needed to try to create a 
figure using the armature method taught in class. 
Students first used wire and their wooden board to 
create the armature “skeleton” – they then used 
the additive process learned to build up the figure. 
Finally, they painted it to increase realistic appear-
ance and aesthetic. 

Papier Mâché Objects (Formative) 
Using an object that could fit into the palm of their 
hand/something small (i.e. a soda can, baseball 
cap, gecko, shoe etc.) students had to multiply 
the size by 2, 3 or 4 – recreating the object as real-
istically as they can. 

Final Sculpture (Summative) 
Either through using clay or Papier Mâché, students 
create a sculpture that reflects their identity. This is 
more open to interpretation and abstract concepts 
- which resulted this year in various objects. 
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One of our Grade 4 classes with a set of Ukuleles generously paid for by a donation from the 
Parent Guild. Students have been learning strumming patterns and different chords, which they 
have used to learn a number of songs as well as apply to composing their own music!

Uke-ing it up!Music

If you wish to be sent a link to your 
child’s performance please contact 
us at: editor@stjudesacademy.com

Drama

Winterland Radio
JK to Grade 2 Christmas Concert was held on December 10

Christmas Villainy
Grade 3 to 8 Christmas Production held on December 17
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STUDENT LIFE

The Lunar New Year was ushered in with great 
gusto at our International Dorm on the 25th day 
of January. Walking up to the SJA Dorm, the stu-
dents were greeted to a Chinese blessing on 
the door frame. Traditional Chinese snacks and 
meals were consumed with great delight. The 
students were surprised as fireworks and red en-
velopes rang in the New Year for them just like 
at home.

Chinese 
New 
Year
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Upper School 
Speaker Series
Our first Speaker Series of 2020 began with an Up-
per School-wide discussion on the events taking 
place between Iran and the US. Each class was 
assigned a country involved in the conflict and 
had to argue what they believed should happen 
from that country’s point of view. Whether they 
were Iran, the US, Russia, Canada, Ukraine or the 
UN, the students had to put together their view of 
what they want to happen next, along with what 
actually should happen next. Teachers and staff 
were astounded by both how seriously the stu-
dents took this and how solid their thought process 
was. Students took on the mantle of their country 
and learned to think from another’s point of view.

Upper School 
Christmas Spirit Day
The day before Christmas Break we carved out 
some time to celebrate our Houses and the friend-
ships we’ve formed over the fall term. From making 
a house and front yard out of students and then 
decorating them with lights and baubles, to en-
joying Christmas cookies and chocolate together, 
the day was filled with fun and excitement and an 
eager anticipation of the time off to come.



Celebrating diversity and individuality is an inte-
gral part of St. Jude’s Academy’s student life and 
all-around school culture. The variety of extracur-
ricular programs available for our students reflects 
our different interests and the ways in which we 
express ourselves uniquely. Clubs at St. Jude’s 
Academy are meant to give our students oppor-
tunities to express themselves in ways that are not 
explored in the classroom. Clubs allow the student 
community to grow and connect organically 
through shared interests. 

Exciting clubs are taking place at St. Jude’s Acad-
emy. Take a look through to see where your child’s 
interests are and encourage them to take part!

Readers Club
Ms. Hayward will be running a primary and ju-
nior recess Readers Club. Grade 5 and 6 students 
may visit the Library on Monday and Wednesday 
mornings during first recess and students in Grades  
1-2 may visit the Library on Tuesday and Thursday 
during first recess. 

JK/SK Recess Readers Club 
This club will run on Day 4 from 10:30 -11:00 am. Stu-
dents who are interested may join Mrs. Blair and 
Mlle. Jessica in Room 5.

Crafts Club  
This club will run on Day 4 from 11:30 -12:00 for stu-
dents in Grades 1-2. Students who are interested 
may join Ms. Coldwells in Room 25. 

Chess Club
This club will run on Day 3 from 11:00 -11:30 am. 
Students who are interested may join Mr. Conte in 
Room 31.

Choir 
Mr. Conte, Ms. Chiappetta and Mr. Oliver will run 
this club on Day 5 from 11:00 -11:30 am. Students 
who are interested may join them in the Music 
Room.

Well-Being Club 
Mr. Iqbal will run this club every Friday from 12:30 
- 1:00 pm. Upper School students who are interest-
ed may join Mr. Iqbal in the Art Room. 

Math Club 
Dr. Kaur will run a Math Club every Wednesday 
morning at 8:00 am for both Lower and Upper 
School. Upper School students may also join her 
on Day 2 from 12:20 – 1:00 pm.

Art Club 
Mrs. Padovan, Ms. Bannon, and Ms. Carm will run 
this club for the upcoming holidays: 
     Easter - April 8
     Mother’s Day - May 7 
Sign up early as there is limited space available. 

Board Games/Cards Club 
Every second Day 2, Grade 3-6 students may join 
Mrs. Hocevar in room 16. Every second Day 1, 
Grades 3-6 students may join Ms. Jaskolka in Room 
30. Don’t forget your board games or cards!

Monthly House 
Points Update

1 093 100

1 125 000

1 072 000

KIP
ZBP

QSY

Extracurricular Programs
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Piano 
(Tuesdays or Wednesdays with Ms. Bannon or 
Mondays, Wednesdays or Thursdays with student 
teacher Frederick Meneses)
Piano is a fun way to encourage and develop 
your child’s musical ability. We have group lessons, 
semi-private and private lessons for SK-Grade 6. All 
classes are 30 minutes in duration. Spaces are lim-
ited and time slots are given on a first-come basis.

Art & Recycling 
(Mondays with Ms. Veldboom from 4:00-5:00 pm)
Let your child explore their inner Picasso through 
St. Jude’s Academy’s After School Art Program. 
Children will create their own masterpiece using 
different art mediums such as paint, canvas, wood 
and glass. (Minimum of 10 students)

Karate 
(Tuesdays & Thursdays – JK/SK 3:30-4:00 pm & 
Grades 1-6 4:00-5:00 pm)

Karate is an exciting way to get your child up and 
active. Give your child the opportunity to devel-
op: respect, discipline, focus and concentration.

For more information please contact 
mfilion@stjudesacademy.com

After School Programs (JK to Grade 6)
There are a number of fun and interesting After School Programs in 

which our students can participate. 

Student Life Speaker Series

Anti-vaping
Presentation



Sports Teams 

Lower School Coach (who to contact) Rough Timeline
Grade 5 – 6 Coed Outdoor Soccer Samuel / Orr / Di Mascio February - May
Grade 1 – 6 Track and Field Mr. Orr April - June

Upper School
Grade 7 – 8 Indoor Boys Soccer Beresford, Coach Allan February - March
Grade 9 – 12 Indoor Boys Soccer Beresford, Coach Allan January - March
Grade 9 – 12 Indoor Girls Soccer Lopez December - March
Grade 9 – 12 Boys Basketball Beresford, Coach George November - February
Grade 7 – 8 Open Basketball Orr  November - February
Grade 7 – 8 Track and Field Zerafa, Mr. Beresford April - June
Grade 9 – 12 Track and Field Zerafa, Mr. Beresford April - June

Intramural Sports
 Organized by Rough Timeline
Upper School Dodgeball Neal / Whetstone / Beresford February - March
Lower School Dodgeball Neal / Whetstone / Beresford February - March
Upper School Basketball Neal / Whetstone / Beresford April – May
Lower School Basketball Neal / Whetstone / Beresford April – May

Upcoming Field Trips: Skiing
Grade 5 – 6 Skiing at Glen Eden Grade 7 – 8 Skiing at Horseshoe Valley Ski Resort 
•February 19, 2020 •February 10, 2020
•March 4, 2020 •February 24, 2020

SJA Upper School students and staff came together to celebrate our
Senior Boys Basketball team first win of the season!
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UPPER SCHOOL RALLY



ADVENTURE CAMP
MARCH BREAK

MARCH 9-13 & MARCH 16-20
JK TO GRADE 2

& GRADES 3 TO 6
bsmith@stjudesacademy.com

MARCH BREAK SOCCER CAMP
4 TO 8 YEARS OLD

MARCH 16-20, 2020
academymanager@stjudesfc.com

MARCH BREAK SOCCER CAMP
9 TO 15 YEARS OLD
MARCH 16-20, 2020

academymanager@stjudesfc.com
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COMMUNITY

Christmas Family 
Skate for the St. Jude’s 
Academy Community
The SJA Parent Guild held its 2nd Christmas Skate 
for all St. Jude’s students and parents/guardians to 
celebrate the festive season and enjoy some time 
together. This event took place on December 12 
at the Meadowvale 4-Rinks. There was hot choc-
olate and treats for students and non-perishable 
food donations were collected for the Food Bank. 
A wonderful new tradition!
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SJA Precautionary 
There is no immediate Coronavirus threat to our 
SJA community. SJA is asking parents of children 
who have flu-like symptoms to keep their child at 
home, to rest and be checked by a healthcare 
professional. SJA has checked all information re-
garding those who have travelled to Asia recently 
and has put measures and processes into place to 
protect our community. In addition, at SJA: 
 
1. Teachers will be reviewing protocols with stu-
dents about maintaining respiratory hygiene prac-
tices, as well as hand washing practices.

2. No-touch hand sanitizer dispensers have been 
purchased for each school entrance and person-
al class hand sanitizers will be distributed to classes.

3. Our cleaning and maintenance staff have been 
made aware of:

   a) The new cleaning solutions purchased and to 
        be used immediately.

   b) Protocols in cleaning areas that are contami-
        nated by respiratory secretions, vomitus,
        excreta, etc. 

Steps for Sickness
        c) Protocols in cleaning frequently touched 
             surfaces.

4. Teachers will be provided with cleaning solu-
tions for the classrooms to upkeep handles, toys, 
desks, etc.

5. Surgical masks have been ordered and will be 
given to staff and students show flu-like symptoms.

6. Two touchless thermometers have been pur-
chased. Students with a fever will be sent home.

7. Students that have travelled recently will be 
asked to stay home for 15 days, without penal-
ty, and to return when they have no symptoms/
cleared by a healthcare professional.

Best Regards,
Melissa Chin
Head of School, MYP Coordinator
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On January 24, our SJA community came togeth-
er for our Town Hall where we discussed the goals 
we set at the beginning of the year, the year’s 
progress, the state of the school, feedback from 
the parent, student and staff surveys and finally 
our future plans. We would like to thank all those  
who participated in the surveys and/or attended 
the events from September to January and, finally, 
to all those who attended the Town Hall.

Capturing how our parents, students and staff felt 
mid-year was important to us. It helped us know 
if we were achieving what we set as our major 
goals or whether we were falling short. We were 
thrilled by the glowing results. Many shared candid 
constructive feedback and positive comments. 
We also discovered that 100% of the staff felt wel-
comed at St. Jude’s.

“The Admin staff are friendly and EXTREMELY 
helpful.” 

“The teachers are involved, show they care, 
and keep us informed on Managebac.”
“The bussing is SO MUCH better this year!”

Together, these comments and data further con-
firmed we were on target with our goals we set 
out in September. Other questions that focused on 
what we can do to improve gave us much insight. 
We were encouraged that all the items mentioned 
that needed improvement were items we had al-
ready identified to be reviewed.

Taking the pulse of the SJA Community Mid-Year 
is a critical step in identifying what is important. 
Thank you as always to all of our parents for caring 
and being involved, making our community a wel-
coming place where every voice is heard. 

TOWN HALL MEETING

Professional 
Development 
which allows our 
faculty to go 
above and beyond 
for our students.

Effective 
Communication 
and connection 
with our SJA 
parent 
community.

GOAL #1

GOAL #2

GOAL #3

Facilities Improvements

After School Program Choices
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Next Steps: 
We will...
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