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Keeping Connected
At SJA, it is our top priority to keep our community 
safe, united and informed. Now more than ever, 
in this unprecedented, difficult time, we are doing 
our best to maintain strong communication with 
our SJA families and support one another.

At the beginning of March, we were delighted to 
see our students of all ages uniting in school-wide 
annual SJA Spirit Week. School spirit was in full dis-
play as both Lower and Upper School students 
dress up differently each day of the week - PJ 
Day, Character Day, Wacky Wednesday, Sports 
Day/Hawaiian Day and 
St. Patrick’s Day Spir-
it! House Games were 
held each day to further 
engage the students 
each day! Grade 5 to 
8 students enjoyed their 
last ski day of the year. 
Lower School students 
saw the end of Term 2. 
It is always heartening 
to witness the strength 
of our community, and 
though we are isolated 
for safety precautions, 
the SJA family remains 
together in spirit.

Online learning has al-
lowed us to continue 
your child’s education 

during the pandemic. Since March Break, students 
and families made good use of the online strat-
egies depending on grade level: Lower School 
teachers provided informational emails and dai-
ly blogs sharing the necessary learning resources 
and activities with families. Grade 4 to 6 students 
collaborated using Google apps to enhance their 
collective learning. Our Upper School students 
completed daily school work, provided by teach-
ers on ManageBac each weekday morning, and 

continued on page 2



ACADEMICS

The St. Jude’s Academy DIFFERENCE   page 2

have attended some online classes on Discord 
during school hours, where teachers were avail-
able for support in addition to email communica-
tion. 

We have included further details in this newsletter 
of how we have evaluated grade levels separately 
to decide on the best plan for the different levels’ 
class activities, resources, support and communi-
cation methods – and our plans going forward for 
both Academics and Student Life! 

Grade 1 Update - The Grade 1 students learned all 
about different inventions and how they have im-
pacted our lives during their How the World Works 
unit. The focus of this unit was exploring significant 
inventors and the importance of their inventions, 
events that lead to the creation of important in-
ventions and the workings of inventions over time. 
The Grade 1 students looked at inventions such as 
the telephone, automobile, light bulb, airplane, 
etc. The students examined how these inventions 
have changed and adapted over time and dis-
cussed the use of these inventions. Currently they 
are working on their summative project where they 
have been asked to create their own invention 
that can improve their life or the lives of others. Stu-
dents also enjoyed a trip to the Science Centre to 
explore more about inventions and were able to 
interact first hand with many creative inventions!

Grade 4 Update - In the fourth Unit of Inquiry, Where 
We are in Place and Time, the Grade 4 students 
have been exploring Medieval Times. Through this 
exploration they have been able to dive deeper 
into the middle ages and explore castle building 
and structures, the Feudal system and what daily 
life was like during this period of time in Europe. The 
Grade 4 students had a chance to visit Medieval 
Times in Toronto and further explore their learning 
of the Code of Chivalry, as well as the parts of a 
knight’s armour. They looked at the similarities and 
differences of medieval times and our world now. 
They explored modern medicine versus medieval 
medicine, modern clothing versus medieval cloth-
ing and even the different terms in the English lan-
guage that are used today versus medieval En-
glish.

Action 
Stars
Grade 3
Ms. Foti’s class – Abeer, Kayla, Aryana and Mya 
raised over $250 for SickKids by hosting a raffle. 

Grade 6
Mr. Conte’s class - Joshua, dissatisfied with the 
map work of Mercator and Peters, decided to 
create his own map. In conjunction with Google 
maps and panoramic photography, Joshua cre-
ated a worldview to depict the world as it is.



St. Jude’s More Than 
Just A School During 
COVID-19
St. Jude’s Academy is more than just a school—
we are a community. We are a family. SJA is a 
second home to many diverse people. We are so 
grateful to have fostered a tight-knit community of 
students, parents, faculty and staff. 
 
During difficult times, we as a community lean on 
one another. In the face of unprecedented chal-
lenges due to a pandemic, St. Jude’s Academy 
has remained connected. Our school has contin-
ued education via online platforms, because our 
students’ overall wellbeing matters the most to us. 
The health of everyone in the community matters 
the most to us, and at the same time, students at 
home still need to continue learning and receiv-
ing their holistic SJA, IB-program education. Along 
with academics, SJA students enthusiastically par-
ticipate in a variety of student life activities that 
have continued to flourish virtually.
 
Quality education is defined by much more than 
academics. School culture, a sense of community, 
student life, and faculty and staff’s dedication to 
students all contribute to a comprehensive quali-
ty of education. Thoughtful decisions that prioritize 
students and parents are what make up quality 
education.

SJA has created a plan for online education, 
which accommodates all of the most important 
aspects of our quality education. This means that 
organized student life and support is readily avail-
able virtually along with class and homework. 
 
Academics
We evaluated grade levels separately to decide 
on the best plan for the different levels’ class ac-
tivities, resources, support and communication 
methods. 
 
Students in Junior Kindergarten to Grade 5 receive 
live lessons from their class teachers and special-
ist teachers on the webinar platform Zoom Edu. 
They can see and listen to their teacher’s instruc-
tion and work in break-out groups! In addition, 
the online platform Seesaw is the central portal 
of communication between families and teach-
ers, where teachers post supplementary creative 
activities and assignments, so that students can 
practice their understanding of class material and 
still experience hands-on, practical learning! See-
saw is a user-friendly platform, so submitting school 
work is easy! Music, P.E. and French education are 
also provided 2-3 times a week.  
 
Class teachers connect with parents daily to en-
sure that learning is on track and still feels personal 
and tailored to the individual student. Consistent, 
two-way communication provides families with 
the reassurance that they are not left alone in on-
line education. 
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For Upper School (Grades 7 to 12) students as well 
as Grade 6 students, learning takes place on Dis-
cord, ManageBac, Zoom Edu  and by student 
email. School work and resources are posted dai-
ly on ManageBac, including a daily assignment 
for students to complete. Teachers run classes on 
Discord and host live lessons on Zoom Edu, where 
students can collaborate in peer groups and one-
on-one! Teachers are readily available for support 
on Discord, Zoom Edu and by email.
 
 
Student Life 
Student life continues vibrantly! The spirit and pas-
sion that our students put into their extracurricular 
activities is always apparent, but even more so 
now, when they are separated physically but still 
dedicated to engaging in their collaborative ac-
tivities. Discord allows students to chat in “the Caf” 
and partake in school club chat groups with their 
peers. Lower School clubs will meet through Zoom 
Edu! 

It is easy for our school to stay connected when our 
students want to. We are so lucky to experience a 
bond so strong that distance cannot separate us.

PSSST! 
We are hosting an exciting contest for both 
Lower School and Upper School students! We 
are so proud of our success in staying connect-
ed as a community, and we want to capture 
the online learning student experience. Lower 
School parents may send in pictures of their 
child engaging in online learning, and Upper 
School students may send in selfies of them-
selves engaging in their independent learn-
ing. We are confident that our SJA families will 
take heartwarming photos for us to feature in 
our upcoming newsletters and social media to 
give thanks and to commemorate the unwav-
ering St. Jude’s Academy spirit during this peri-
od of isolation. 

While we all adapt to remote learning, it is vital for 
students and parents to feel supported and con-
nected to the school. Remote learning does not 
have to feel isolating. It shouldn’t. Reliable, acces-
sible, daily communication makes this difficult time 
more manageable for all involved. 
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Grade 10: Aakriti G
Grade 11: Jiraya C
Grade 12: Nathan T

Art MYP: Nicole W
Art MYP: Thomas B
Primary French: Sabrina D
Primary French: Zarafsha H
Junior French: Arya N
Junior French: Vishva S
Junior French: Alyssa V
MYP French: Victoria M
Phys Ed. PYP: Armaan S
Phys Ed. PYP: Maya W 
Phys Ed. MYP: Suravi K 
Phys Ed. MYP: Petr B
Music PYP: Amber M
Music MYP: Rhea B
Music PYP: Janine B
ESL: Pujie (William) J
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Jr. K: Mahani V
Jr. K: Insiyah Y
Sr. K: Shan B
Sr. K: Inaya R
Grade 1: Angelica M
Grade 1: Farah T
Grade 2: Alyaan S
Grade 2: Zayn Q
Grade 3: Shanmukh G
Grade 3: Fiona D
Grade 4: Aydan J
Grade 4: Charlotte L
Grade 5: Vidhi D
Grade 5: Amber M 
Grade 6: Emana R
Grade 6: Elina A
Grade 6: Caitlyn N
Grade 7: Ethan D 
Grade 8: Angelina Z 
Grade 9: Pujie (William) J  

March Caring Award Winners

SJA Mock Trial 
Experience
This amazing learning experience allows students 
to understand what real lawyers go through in 
preparing for a case and questioning witnesses. 
Students learned to develop communication skills 
and social skills as they worked alongside their 

teammates to fight for their client in the case. Stu-
dents also developed resilience in overcoming 
the adversities they faced during preparation and 
throughout the competition, learning to quickly 
think on their feet and adapt to multiple situations. 
This year’s team represented SJA at the Interna-
tional Empire Mock Trial tournament in New York 
City, they have been around since 2016-17 and 
have shown the collaborative drive and commit-
ment to compete at the international level. 
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Ambassadors Tea 
Party for Developing 
Countries 
In March, our Grade 6 students attended their 
Ambassadors Tea Party for Developing Countries. 
Throughout the past month, Grade 6 students 
have been learning about Canada’s place in the 
world in relation to other countries, regarding life 
expectancy, literacy rate and annual family earn-
ings. They learned how these measurements de-
termine that certain countries are considered to 
be developing countries.

Students were asked to choose a developing 
country and research its different features. They 
looked at the country’s needs (water, healthcare, 
literacy, etc.) and the reasons why these needs 
exist in their country. 

Students created a brochure with all of their re-
search and were then invited to the Grade 6 Am-
bassadors Tea Party for Developing Countries. At 
this tea party, ambassadors were asked to net-
work with other countries and form relationships 
and trade agreements that benefitted each oth-
er’s needs. 

St. Jude’s Academy vs 
The Maples Academy 
Oral Competition
On March 2, 2020, SJA competed against TMA in 
the annual SJA vs TMA Oral Competition. Winners 
from each school gathered to deliver their story 
recount, informative and persuasive speeches. 

Grades 1-3 Winners
1st: Sami K. 
(SJA Grade 3)
2nd: Diyanka P. 
(SJA Grade 2)
3rd: Reed H. 
(TMA Grade 3)
 
Grades 4-6 Winners
1st: Divyansh T. 
(SJA Grade 6)
2nd: Medha M. 
(SJA Grade 5)
3rd: Julia S. 
(SJA Grade 4)
 
Grades 7 & 8 Winners
1st: Jack S. 
(TMA Grade 8)
2nd: Madyson H. 
(TMA Grade 7)
3rd: Christiaan S. 
(SJA Grade 7)
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Monthly House 
Points Update
Theta Sigma Psi makes its move!

After spending nearly the entire year at the 
bottom of the standings, Theta has made a 
bold move in passing Kappa to take second 
place overall. And watch out, they are within 
striking distance of first-place Zeta! Way to 
go, Theta! Maybe you were just giving your 
competition a head start knowing all along 
that you could win it all in the end.

1 478 200

1 505 400

1 481 800

KIP

ZBP
QSY

Library Update: 
Lots of Time to Read!
Please visit the library blog https://libraryatsja.
blogspot.com/ where our Librarian will be posting 
links of some of the great sites and events to visit. 
In addition, Research Skills & Write IT-Cite  IT! pag-
es and links to our Online Library will be provided.

Grades 7/8 Boys 
Soccer Team Practice
The team continues to practice (from home)! 
The focus is on developing individual skills so that 
when the season starts we are ready to win! Every 
few days, Mr. Beresford gives the team a chal-
lenge via ManageBac or Discord.
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STUDENT LIFE
St. Jude’s Academy 
Students Invited to 
Junior NBA Clinic
Our students were invited by Wynn Fitness to join 
their Junior NBA clinic and were able to meet and 
train with one of the players from the Raptors 905 
team in February. The students had a great time 
and enjoyed this learning opportunity. St. Jude’s is 
invited to send five of our students to every clinic 
they hold. 

Physical Education Challenge!
The Phys-Ed team is running weekly competitions 
for all students at SJA! Each week there will be 
a physical challenge that students are encour-
aged to take part in. At the end of the week, we 
will choose winners from JK-Grade 2, Grades 3-6, 
Grades 7-10 and Grades 11-12 

The winner/s will be chosen based on the criteria 
outline in that week’s challenge. House points are 
awarded for video/photo entries with additional 
House points awarded to the winners of the chal-
lenge.  To see this week’s challenge, check out 
the Phys Ed team’s blog or ManageBac posts (Ms. 
V, Mr. Orr, Mr. Beresford)

After one week the House points are: 
Theta: 3100 
Zeta: 3000
Kappa: 2800

Extracurriculars
Rubik‘s Cube Club
Grades 1-2 
Wednesdays 2:00-2:20 pm on Zoom
Zoom Link will be sent through teachers.
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Get your hands on SJA history.

ST. JUDE’S ACADEMY’S
FIRST YEARBOOK

is being published this Spring!

Only $20 per full-colour, 
hardcover yearbook.

Our goal is to have every 
student in the book 

at least twice.
Signature pages included.

Sales are going well.
Don’t miss out on your copy!

Return your yearbook order form
or contact 

admin@stjudesacademy.com

Hart Classic 2020
Sr. Boys Basketball Tournament
St. Jude’s Academy held the Senior Boys ‘Hart 
Classic’ Basketball Tournament on Saturday, Feb-
ruary 29, 2020, at Meadowvale Secondary School. 
This tournament hosted teams from Aldershot High 
School, Cardinal Leger C.S.S., St. Paul C.S.S, Heart 
Lake Secondary School, St. Augustine C.S.S. and, 
of course, St. Jude’s Academy.

SJA won its first game against Aldershot High 
School with an astound-
ing 118-38! They then went 
on to challenge Cardinal 
Leger C.S.S. in an exciting 
game that resulted in an 
89-61 win for SJA. In the fi-
nals, SJA played against 
worthy opponents St. Paul 
C.S.S. and were able to win 
the tournament by beat-
ing the only other previous-
ly-undefeated team by a 
score of 63-59!
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School Embraces Team
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SJA Students Attend 
Mayor’s International 
Women’s Day Event
 

In March we celebrated International Women’s 
Day (IWD) 2020. This year’s theme is Each for Equal. 
In recognition of International Women’s Day 2020, 
the Mayor’s Office hosted its fourth annual IWD 
Young Women’s Empowerment Breakfast. SJA stu-
dents Victoria M. and Zia V. represented SJA with 
Ms. Lopez.
 

This was a great opportunity for our school to be 
represented and for our selected students to meet, 
ask questions and be inspired by some of the fe-
male leaders who make Mississauga work – from 
elected officials to senior corporate professionals.
 

Students in attendance were encouraged to 
be part of the discussion by contributing their 
thoughts on, “What actions can we take to moti-
vate friends, colleagues and whole communities 
to build a gender-balanced world in our board-
rooms, government, media, sports, etc.? “
 

In addition, Key Note Speaker: Samra Zafar - Ca-
nadian Author of the book The Good Wife. She 
spoke about how she was a child bride and how 
she was able to use education and determination 
to escape her abusive relationship and build a life 
for herself. 

Rafiki 
The SJA Student Council sold 
Rafiki Bracelets for $10 each to 
support women in Kenya with 
100% of all profits going to the 
Red Cross in Australia. Vice-Pres-
ident Parwaiz visited classes to 
show students the bracelets and 
explain this Student Council ini-
tiative.

COMMUNITY
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Student Life
Spirit Week 
March 2 – 6, 2020
The first week of March was a full one for student 
life. Every Day had a theme -- Pajama Day, Book 
or Movie Character Day, Wacky Wednesday, 
Hawaiian (Upper School)/ Sports Day (Lower 
School), and, last but not least St. Patrick’s Day, 
we were in great form and lots of fun was had by 
all the students.  Some House games included:
Sleeping bag/pillow case races; Creating story 
book covers only with students; Wacky walking 
races; Hockey with a deflated football (instead of 
puck) and the Gold coin toss.

There were more than a few students from Hog-
warts on Tuesday and seeing Mr. Orr miss shoot-
ing a football into a net with a hockey stick will 
live on in SJA history.  Whether trying to separate 
Lucky Charms marshmallows from cereal with 
your mouth, or scrambling to try and get the last 
homemade St. Patty’s cupcake, the students 
were in high spirits and the March Break was 
wrung in with gusto.
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Speaker Series - SJA 2.0: Online Edition
During Upper School Speaker Series we try to teach students to learn to deal with what life throws at 
them. With the spread of the Coronavirus, and the shutting down of all physical schools, SJA teachers 
and staff were handed the chance to show the students that we’re not all talk and no action. Cre-
ating a school out of a gaming system – then having 50+ teachers learn how to teach without being 
in front of their students – is a monumental task and the SJA staff rose to the challenge. Your students 
moved from sitting in class, face to face, to interacting over the 1s and 0s that make up the internet. 
The digital world brings a whole new level of excitement and opportunity to the SJA experience and 
we’re glad that you are all on this journey with us.  

Behind the scenes we have been busy! In addition to providing an education online and delivering 
your packages, we have been working hard to have the St. Jude’s facility ready for your return… 

Building Improvements

Lower School bathrooms 
complete renovation

New fireproof doors including 
this one between the fishbowl 

and the gym

Everything 
is being 

cleaned 
and wiped 

down



How are you doing?  I hope you and all of the SJA 
staff are keeping well.  A quick note to say that 
you are doing great!  I sincerely appreciate all of 
the efforts to keep the learning going, the home 
delivery of tools, and the constant communica-
tion from teachers.  Keep up the good work!

Thanks, you guys are doing a wonderful job. I ap-
preciate all the effort. I checked out the public e 
learning platform that launched on the weekend 
and its a joke. You guys are going above and be-
yond. Thanks! 

Just a note to let the school know how well the 
online lessons are going for our sons. Though it has 
only been three days, so far they are engaged & 
working at their stations consistently.
A special mention for our teacher who is amaz-
ing. She’s conducting online lessons with gusto de-
spite that she’s only just recovered from concus-
sion. Offline, she checks through students’ work & 
responds with comments or corrections, keeping 
parents in the loop. We are very appreciative of 
her efforts.
G6 parents got to experience first hand online les-
sons on Discord during the parent info session on 
the G6 exhibition yesterday. We got a good idea 
of how it works.
We are grateful to the SJA faculty & the support 
staff for ensuring our children’s education contin-
ue during these extraordinary times. Please kindly 
convey our thanks to the teachers.

I do want to commend you both and all the 
teachers at SJA. The ease with which you all have 
executed the virtual learning platform in a short 
period of time has been great. Well done!

My child is enjoying and very much engaged with 
his online learning and keeping in touch with his 
classmates. Thank you for this excellent way of 
keeping the kids and school activities ongoing.

We are overwhelmed by the emails sent to our faculty and staff 
for our efforts to provide continued education and student life 
connection online. We are listening…

Some kind words from our SJA Community:
We can not express how impressed we are by SJA 
teachers and faculty, for their dedication and hard 
work for providing our children education in these 
unprecedented times. They have very gracefully 
ceased this opportunity to learn new platforms, 
as well provided kids with amazing opportunity to 
learn and grow with technology.
We really appreciate the dedication of all the 
teachers –
I wanted to take this opportunity to express my 
gratitude towards all the hard work and efforts by 
each of you. 

Good night, sleep well don’t work too hard...real-
ly appreciate all your and everyone’s effort from 
the St. Jude’s team, blessed to be part of the St. 
Jude’s family:)

We, as parents, are extremely happy to see how 
school and students have adjusted so quickly to 
online learning on these hard times. Big round of 
applause to St Jude’s for letting kids to keep study-
ing smoothly and securely :)
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