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St. Jude’s Academy Turns 
Crisis Into Opportunity
by Aaron Sawatsky, Founder

A crisis is a horrible thing 
to waste. At SJA we are 
using this crisis to be-
come one of the best 
private schools in Ontar-
io. We have united our 
community of students, 
parents and staff to lev-
els that we have never 
previously experienced. 

It’s amazing how in a 
crisis people can go in 
one of two directions. 
People can retreat from 
the challenge or peo-
ple can rise to the oc-
casion and turn it into 
an opportunity. This 
global crisis will leave 
the SJA community 
stronger, more focussed 
and more agile as an 
educational institution. 

We cannot begin to 
thank the parents 
enough for their over-

DATES TO
REMEMBER

Friday, May 8
Grade 6 Exhibition

Friday, May 15
Half-Day of Fun for 
Students

Monday, May 18
Victoria Day
No School

Wednesday, May 27
Online Spelling Bee: 
JK-Grade 2 at 9 am

Thursday, May 28
Online Spelling Bee: 
Grades 3 - 6 at 9 am
Grades 7 & 8 at 1 pm

Friday, May 29
Online Spelling Bee: 
SJA vs. TMA

Tuesday, June 30
Last Day of School
House Cup Assembly

whelming support - we 
can’t begin to express 
how much we look for-
ward to seeing our stu-
dents in our building 

again -  and we cannot 
begin to imagine how 
this will improve the SJA 
community in the up-
coming years.

SJA Grade 1 Student is Making a Difference!
Emilia has been helping a community initiative called 
Sewnsave who have been manufacturing reusable 
masks for the frontline workers across Ontario. She 
has played an active role in this initiative to address 
the issue around shortage of masks and has helped 
pack 150 masks in two weeks. 

Thank You Parents 
Video
https://vimeo.
com/410022440

https://vimeo.com/410022440
https://vimeo.com/410022440


ACADEMICS
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Grade 2 - We have been learning about persua-
sive writing and Eric took these skills and com-
posed a message to his dad asking to buy him a 
pet bunny! 

Grade 3– Jasper found taproots and fibrous roots 
over the weekend, making the connection to the 
current UOI about plants.

Grade 4 - Arya showed her class her own collec-
tion of rocks and minerals and explained the clas-
sification of each rock. 

Grade 6 - Sethumi is taking a free online course 
through Harvard about climate change.

Action Stars
Our students are constantly doing amazing things 
using their own initiative. We don’t catch them all, 
but when we do, we like to put it in print so that 
you can see who our “Action Stars” are.



Learning How to Make 
Strong & Stable Structures
This term, the Grade 2 students learned about dif-
ferent types of materials that can be used to build 
the structures and they have also explored differ-
ent types of fasteners. They have had the opportu-
nity to build many different types of structures such 
as natural structures, towers, bridges, a chair and 
an Inuksuk. They have also learned the role of En-
gineers and what they do.
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Transformational 
Geometry
Grade 4 students learned about coordinates 
during their transformational geometry unit in 
math. For this particular assignment, students were 
asked to create a map of their own town using 
coordinates, and recyclable materials. 

A Summative From 
Animal Farm
Grade 8 students selected one of eight possi-
ble themes. They had to create a comic strip of 
10 panels displaying their understanding of that 
theme as it played out in the novel. This was an 
independent assignment. Some drew while others 
used various websites for panelling.
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Students in their final year of the PYP (Grade 6) 
carry out an extended, in-depth, collaborative 
project known as the PYP Exhibition. This involves 
students working collaboratively to conduct an 
in-depth inquiry into real life issues or problems. 
Students collectively synthesise all of the essential 
elements of the PYP in ways that can be shared 
with the whole school community. It also provides 
teachers with a powerful and authentic process 
for assessing student understanding.

The exhibition represents a unique and significant 
opportunity for students to exhibit the attributes of 
the IB learner profile developed throughout their 
engagement with the PYP. It also provides schools 
and students with a wonderful opportunity to cel-
ebrate the transition of learners to the next phase 
of their education. 

The IB PYP Exhibition
Encouraging in-depth, collaborative inquiry

Our brave Grade 6 students are fearlessly endeavoring to do what no other Grade 6 student has ever done be-
fore at St. Jude’s Academy… presenting their exhibition projects ONLINE! They have worked tirelessly since the 
start of the third term and are ready to share their learning with you. Mark your calendars. The links will be sent 
out by email to allow you to access the presentations. Parents, you may sign into Zoom with your child/ren’s SJA 
emails in order to attend.

Homelessness
Ronit is shown working on the math component 
of the project, making a graph to represent the 
total population versus the homeless population 
in various cities in Canada. Other group members 
include Srimanya and Elina.

IBO.org/programmes/primary-years-programme
Continued on 
next page

http://IBO.org/programmes/primary-years-programme


Grade 10: Carter C.
Grade 11:  Satguljar B.
Grade 12:  Ren (Paul) H.
MYP(Art): Harshvir B.
MYP(Art): Bonnie C. 
Primary French: Leeah A.
Primary French: Julia D.
Junior French: Krina R.
Junior French: Joshua A.
Junior French: Rayna M.
MYP French: Taran B.
MYP French: Audrey C.
Phys Ed: PYP:  Kai S.
Phys Ed: PYP: Vaibhav P. 
Phys Ed: MYP: Ethan Y. 
Phys Ed: MYP: Leah D.
Music: PYP: Arya N.
Music: MYP:  Anushka D.
Music: PYP: Mila W.
ESL:  Guosheng (Aaron) C.
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JK:  Aairah M.
JK: Gianni V.
SK: Sifatleen D.
SK: Inaya R.
Grade 1: Myra A.
Grade 1: Aviraj K. 
Grade 2: Ronan B.
Grade 2: Aarav M.
Grade 3: Summer R.
Grade 3: Mya A.
Grade 4: Aryana B.
Grade 4: Lennard P.
Grade 5: Nicole M.
Grade 5: Jordan L. 
Grade 6: Jaya V.
Grade 6: Divyansh T.
Grade 6: Shane B.
Grade 7: Harshvir B.
Grade 8: Jas Vanya S.
Grade 9:  Adrian M. 

April Balanced Award Winners

Sports Discrimination Contest
As part of the upcoming Grade 6 Exhibition, Ahil, 
Rajan, and Karthik are addressing the topic of dis-
crimination in sports. As part of the action compo-
nent they decided to have a poster contest for 
the PYP students in Grades JK through 5.

Animal Testing
Manny is shown participating in an interview as 
part of the project with Ainslie Willock from the 
Animal Alliance of Canada. The Animal Testing 
group felt it was important to wear school uniforms 
so that they could look more professional. Other 
group members include Dhruv, Chesley and Scott.

Grade 6 Exhibition  continued from page 4



A Celebration of successful online learning 
at St. Jude’s Academy

Click to watch the video version:  https://video214.com/play/Kf6DdN5o7fIkVeGTNFyhKQ/s/dark
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https://video214.com/play/Kf6DdN5o7fIkVeGTNFyhKQ/s/dark
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Grade 8 Design Work 
Formative: Character Sheet. Students had to de-
sign their own character (head/expressions) for a 
fictitious detective animated television show. They 
either drew their own outfit or sourced imagery 
from the internet. 

Music & Art

Grade 5 Band practices online

Aashyra A. in Grade 4 belts out a 
tune for her music class

Lucas L. isn’t letting isolation stop 
him from learning to play the sax



The St. Jude’s Academy DIFFERENCE   page 8

Monthly House 
Points Update
Zeta Beta Pi Maintains Its Dominance!

With only two months of school remaing, Zeta 
continues to look down on the other two 
houses fromtheir spot at the top of the stand-
ings. Theta holds second spot for the second 
month in a row, but no house made any major 
moves during April. Perhaps we will see Zeta 
dethroned during the month of May? 

1 604 700

1 692 100

1 622 300

KIP

ZBP
QSY
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Josh Funk 
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1:00 
 
 
 

      
 

 

2:00  
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  EVENING 
 

 
 
 
 

 For YA @6pm                             
                            @ 
                          7pm 

for ADULTS @9pm   

See Next Page for Ongoing Read-Alouds, Workshops, etc. →→ 

Librarian Update
During this “Time of Covid19”, there are a lot of 
authors and artists who have really stepped up 

and are providing online read alouds, workshops, 
Q&A and activities. Here is a small curated list 
with links of these sessions. Also included are 
some STEAM websites, Social Studies websites, 
Boredom Busters, and Covid19 specific resources.  
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Sharing The Planet 

The Grade 3 students, in their Unit of Inquiry, My 
Garden, have been learning about soil and plants. 
They started the unit off by exploring the types of 
soil and their textures. The students were excited 
to share their discoveries from our soil experiment, 
which allowed them to see the different types of 
soil they had learned about. They learned about 
different roles soil plays and how it affects birds, 
worms, construction workers and plants. The stu-
dents explored the characteristics of plants and 
the function of their parts and then discussed how 
we can protect plant and soil habitats, along with 
how to care for plants. 

Some of the students took ACTION by planting 
seeds and showed responsibility by providing 
these plants with their essential needs. The focus 
on Earth Day generated discussion on how com-
posting can help take action to help our environ-
ment. The students will begin to explore plant ad-
aptations and will have the opportunity to CREATE 
their very own unique plant!

EARTH DAY
All About Earth Day

Earth Day was celebrated by the Grade 6 students 
on Zoom by watching a video learn about the his-
tory of why and how Earth Day began and why it 
is celebrated around the world. Students compet-
ed answering Earth Day questions on Kahoot and 
then participated in Earth Day challenges. Learn-
ing about Earth day was so much fun!

Earth Day
SK Student Nathan M

Earth Day Art 
SK Student Lara S
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Student Council
Our Student Council has been busy. They will soon 
be launching:

Comedy Nights & Karaoke Nights 
(on alternating Wednesdays in the after school)
Wellness Club
Student Newsletter/Newspaper
Gaming Club

More information will be available to students 
through Discord.

STUDENT LIFE

Behind The Scenes
“Thank you so much for the package you sent our 
daughter. She was so excited for the playdoh. I 
found that she was much more excited about the 
class today because you all worked on the sheets 
together. She completed both!  I’m much happier 
with today.” 

“I just wanted you and all essential workers to know 
that you matter. I wanted to say thank you for 
keeping our kids on track with their studies during 
this stressful time. If parents didn’t realize just how 
essential teachers are, they sure do now! I know 
online learning isn’t perfect and at times stressful, 
thank you for not giving up on our children and 
working long hours. We appreciate you.”

“Just another note of thanks for what SJA is doing 
during this time. Our son just received his supplies 
(you’d swear it was Christmas based on his reac-
tion).”   

St. Jude’s Academy 
Intramural Challenges 
have started... online
Students from JK to Grade 12 took part in the first 
ever SJA intramural competitions in April. Compet-
itive groups are divided by grades JK - 2, 3 - 6, 7 
- 10, and 11 – 12.

Students were given new weekly intramural chal-
lenges every Monday with the Top 3 finishers in 
each challenge winning house points. 1st = 10,000; 
2nd = 5,000; 3rd = 1,000. These challenges were 
posted on Monday on ManageBac, Discord and 
during PE teachers’ classes.

With New challenges every week… students were 
able to take part, stay active and have fun!
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Daily Challenges: 
SJA Isolation Olympics
There were 2 challenges per day. 
The Pentathlon: 5 total challenges
The decathlon: 10 total challenges
The various sporting events included: Individual 
Synchronized Swimming, Archery, Badminton,Sail-
ing, Equestrian, and Golf.
Acoustic Challenge
Lip Sync Challenge
Prize of the Web Walker 
Prize of the Web Walker: Minecraft Edition 
Intramural Challenge: Athletics Department
SJA E-Sports Tournament – FIFA and NBA2K

Clubs 
Astronomy Club Fridays (4:00 pm) on Astronomy 
Club Discord channel
Chess Club on Chess Club Discord channel
Lunch with Lopez – Monday/Friday (12:20 pm) 
Zoom link on Lopez Discord channel
Pride Club Pride Club Discord channel
Wellbeing Club Led by Mr. Iqbal and student 
council - Thursdays at 8:30am
Math Club Math Club Discord channel
Running Club Led by Zerafa on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays at 3:45pm on Running Club discord 
channel- All experience levels welcome
Rubiks Cube Club - Wednesdays at 2:00 pm

Beyond Academics... 
Life’s more fun when 
you’re having fun.
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Join us! It’s free! Just send us pictures of your child participating in the program to 
aharvey@stjudesacademy.com and have some fun! Access Codes: admin@stjudesacademy.com
Coding is offered to Grade 3 on Tuesdays, Grade 4 on Mondays, Grade 5 on Thursdays and Grade 6 on Fridays. 

After School Programs



The St. Jude’s Academy DIFFERENCE   page 13

Click this link to check out our contest video: 
https://video214.com/play/7HyVwx0nAaJrlt8kfC-
DCXw/s/dark

WINNER!

The Great Bake-Off 
Winner was announced in social media and in 
this video https://video214.com/play/hdkZ2qCD-
mE1GQMiulAry1g/s/dark

WINNER!

Contests
International Students T Shirt Design Contest 
Online Learning Photo Contest - Winner to be 
announced on social media
The Great Bake-Off JK to Grade 6 - See our win-
ner her and watch the video to see the contes-
tants
Earth Day Challenge on Facebook – Winner 
announced on Facebook. See photo called 
“dogman winner” in earth day 50th anniversary 
FB challenge
Paw-parazzi Contest  - Watch our video for the 

Paw-Parazzi 
Contest

https://video214.com/play/7HyVwx0nAaJrlt8kfCDCXw/s/dark
https://video214.com/play/7HyVwx0nAaJrlt8kfCDCXw/s/dark
https://video214.com/play/hdkZ2qCDmE1GQMiulAry1g/s/dark
https://video214.com/play/hdkZ2qCDmE1GQMiulAry1g/s/dark
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COMMUNITY

Upper School Students in Grades 9 through 12 
were surveyed to get their candid feedback on 
the continuity of their learning online. Every stu-
dent in every class responded to the survey. We 
ensured we had 100% feedback from the stu-
dents. We had 896 responses.

Here are some of the results:
• 94% of students feel that the teachers are han-
dling online learning very well and that they are 
able to deliver the whole IB and Ministry curricu-
lum within the online system. 
• 94% of students feel supported, cared for and 
heard in their classes. Teachers are able to deliv-
er quality lessons and maintain their connections 
with the students despite the distance. 
• 86% of students reported that their current work-
load is manageable and in line with the amount 
and style of work they were receiving in the class-
room. 

The students were given a chance to report back 
on what they want to see more of in the class-
room. 13% responded that they want to have 

Upper School Survey
more opportunities to explore the world around 
them, so we will be working on Professional De-
velopment specifically designed to help teachers 
get the students up and exploring, while deliver-
ing the content that they need to finish the year. 

Here are some quotes and how they described 
their teachers and classes:

“Already perfect.”
“Don’t change anything! 
You are doing great!”
“My teacher is already doing a great 
job!”
“We love Mr. Baggley’s stories.”
“Perfect!”
“No problems at all. Good balance of 
Zoom, Discord and videos.”
“So far, so good.”
“Everything is great!”

This year we have endeavoured to create our first St. Jude’s 
Academy Yearbook spanning from JK to Grade 12 for the 
2019-2020 academic year! This inaugural issue will be something 
all students and their families will treasure.
Only $20 per full-colour, hardcover yearbook.
To order contact:  admin@stjudesacademy.com

SJA Yearbook Sponsorship 
We still have a limited number of Ad spaces for businesses, groups 
and families in our SJA Community to help off-set this publication. 
Design included if required. The space options are as follows:
Full Page  (7.5” x 8”) $500 
Half Page (7. 5”x 4”) $250
To place an Ad contact:  csawatsky@stjudesacademy.com

We thank you for your Support!
The SJA Communications Team
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905-814-0202  www.stjudesacademy.com
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