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A Successful Start To An  
Extraordinary School Year
This September, the St. Jude’s Academy community prevailed together, de-
spite the uncontrollable odds stacked against us. The flexibility of our Blend-
ed Educational Program offering full-time in-school and remote learning has 
allowed us to remain connected, even while some of us are online members 
of the community. The fun at SJA has not stopped! Students are still enjoy-
ing exciting events like Spirit Day, Terry Fox School Run and Neophyte Week 
activities. The SJA faculty and staff are dedicated to making this school year 
the best that it can be for all members of this tight-knit community, as we 
continuously improve with feedback from students and parents. 

Thank you students, parents/guardians and staff of St. Jude’s Academy for 
your ongoing support and enthusiasm.

DATES TO
REMEMBER

October 8
House Game

October 9
Professional Development

(No school for students)

October 12
Thanksgiving Day
(School closed)

October 27
Casual Day

October 28 & 29
Picture Days

October 30
Spirit Day: Halloween / Harvest 

Dress-Up

November 5
Guy Fawkes Day

November 5
House Game

November 6
Professional Development

(No school for students)
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Whether full time in school, online or our unique 
blended approach, our SJA students and staff 
were ready! Our Blended Educational Program 
continues to provide options for our students.

St. Jude’s Academy 
Welcomes Students 
Back to School!



ACADEMICS
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Action Stars
Grade 1
Aaryan G. - Helps his parents cook, 
Ria B. - Completes her Kumon homework everyday and 
Ahaana K. - Helps her parents by setting the table. 
Inaya R. - Helps her parents by tidying up the shoes. 
Rhishaan R. - Rinses his breakfast bowl after he was done 
eating. 
Julia N. -  Takes responsibility at home.

Grade 5
Emily M. and Julia S. - Re-creates an experiment at home 
after seeing it in class. It involved adding food colouring 
to a cup of hot water and a cup of cold water. 
Ayaana E. - Recreates her own density column.
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Great Learning and Hands-On 
Experiences for Our JK Students!
Whether in person or online, the Junior Kindergar-
ten (JK) students at SJA have been busy learning 
about personal hygiene as part of their IB Unit of 
Inquiry – Healthy Bodies. They spent some time 
talking about things they can do to keep their 
bodies healthy, such as wash their hands, cough 
or sneeze in their elbow, keep distance from each 
other, not to put their hands or objects in their 
mouth. They also learned about oral hygiene. 
They pretended to brush their teeth as practice 
and categorized healthy and not healthy foods 
for their teeth. Another focus included learning 
about healthy foods for the body, which involved 
math, language and social studies. They prac-
ticed listening to different perspectives as each 
student brought healthy foods that their families 
eat at home.



MYP Music  Ronit M 
PYP French  Sahib K
PYP French  Mya A
Grade 7  Erich G
Grade 8  Lynne S
Grade 9  Humza J
Grade 10  Melia R 
Grade 11  Sarah S
Grade 12  Zachary B
PYP Gym  Sribhav D
PYP Gym  Leeah A 
PYP Gym Nimrata S
PYP Gym  Ariana R 
MYP Gym Vishva S
MYP Gym  Avneet S
MYP French  Rishabh D
MYP French  Shubh J
MYP Design   Manisha B 
MYP Design  Dhairya C
ESL  Fangzheng (Lyon) S
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Jr. K   Tessa S
Jr. K    Aiyah T
Sr. K  Leo M
Sr. K  Saakshi S
Grade 1   Aaraiz M
Grade 1   Ahaana K
Grade 2   Sabrina D
Grade 2   Marcus H
Grade 2/3   Yuvraaj B
Grade 3   Nimrata S
Grade 3   Mason P
Grade 4   Ariana R
Grade 4   David A 
Grade 5   Veer S 
Grade 5   Ayaana E
Grade 5   Srimeher D
Grade 6   Jordan L 
Grade 6   Alyssa V
PYP Music Aarav M
PYP Music  Kareena A

Inquirer Award Winners for September
We nurture our curiosity, developing skills for inquiry and research. 

We know how to learn independently and with others. 
We learn with enthusiasm and sustain our love of learning throughout life. 

Taking Math OutsideTaking Math Outside

Grade 4 students enjoyed a beautiful day 
and fun learning math in a creative Math 
Hopscotch session! 

Music Class
Grade 8 students have the opportunity to take 
their Music class outside – fresh air and change in 
scenery while learning how to play the guitar.
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Abstract Colour Wheels
While exploring the Elements of Art, Grade 9 (IB 
MYP Year 4) students used their knowledge of Pri-
mary, Secondary and Tertiary colours to create an 
unconventional colour wheel. The students were 
given red, blue and yellow paint, a palette knife, a 
palette and a couple of paintbrushes. They need-
ed to mix both the Secondary and the Tertiary co-
lours to create their artwork. 
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St. Jude’s Archives
St Jude’s Academy Student Council on 
September 15, 2006 at the Old Barber House 
in Streetsville. The students learned etiquette 
and held a Student Council meeting.

First Spirit Day During Neophyte Week!
St. Jude’s Academy has a rich and vibrant school culture largely because 
of our House System, which brings together staff and students from all dif-
ferent parts of the school, from Junior Kindergarten all the way up to Grade 
12. Houses have been an integral part of schools for hundreds of years and 
St. Jude’s Academy students get to be a part of this very special tradition, 
while they are a part of a House that accepts and welcomes them with 
open arms. SJA students are placed into their House before they even 
arrive at our school, ensuring that students feel a sense of belonging from 
the very first moment they cross our threshold. 

This year, during our ‘Neophyte Week,’ our Houses participated in Spirit 
Day challenges and various team-building events. The camaraderie of the 
House System is a foundational element to community at St. Jude’s Acad-
emy. Although we are always one large family of students, parents and 
faculty, the light-hearted competition between Houses allows students a 
forum to embrace healthy challenges and experience stunning victories 
and crushing losses, all while surrounded by those they’ve come to know 
as family over their years at St. Jude’s Academy.

STUDENT LIFE

Welcome to Your House!
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Grade 10 Writing Letters to the Prime Minister
Grade 10 student Taha Y. wrote a letter to PM Justin Trudeau after learning about reconciliation. His letter was 
read during morning assembly announcements on Orange Shirt Day. Orange Shirt Day is held annually in Cana-
da on September 30. People are encouraged to wear an orange shirt. This event was created in 2013 to educate 
people and promote awareness in Canada about the residential school system and the impact it has had on 
Indigenous communities for over a century.

Canadian Government
1867 Canada St. 
Canada

Dear Government of Canada,

I have recently learned a lot more about the treat-
ment of Aboriginal people and how residential schools 
treated the children. I think that reconciliation is nec-
essary because the Aboriginal Peoples were on this 
land first, and the way they were treated was terri-
ble. We need to apologize and give them the same 
equal rights as the rest of the Canadian citizens. About 
150,000 children who had to go to residential schools 
and their families must have suffered so much, and 
they deserved apologies, as well as being able to live 
free with the same human rights as everyone else. It 
is not enough to say that we, as Canada apologize, 
there have to be actions done as well. Many children 
died in residential schools, and many more have inju-
ries, painful memories, and other problems due to the 
schools. Reconciliation is about relating to the Aborig-
inal Peoples, establishing peace with each other, as 
well as building and supporting a mutually respectful 
relationship between the Aboriginal and non-aborig-
inal people of the country. We as Canadians need 
and want reconciliation to happen because it is about 
the basics of how we treat each other as fellow hu-
man beings and the type of relationships, as well as 
the communities we will build in the Future.

Sincerely,

Taha Y, 
SJA Grade 10 Student

Orange Shirt Day at SJA

Student Council
Student council brings a student voice to the running of 
the school. The council meets weekly and they usual-
ly create their own events, alongside helping out with 
regular school events. With a year marked by COVID-19, 
the input of the council is even more important, so that 
we don’t lose the aspects of student life that make SJA 
great. The addition of a International Rep, Online Rep, as 
well as House Captains is meant to ensure that, through 
their elected representative, all students have a voice at 
SJA. Elections were held in September and representa-
tives hold their office for the entire year. In November’s 
newsletter we will feature all elected members and po-
sitions.
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Terry Fox School Run
On September 16 & 17, SJA students in JK-Grade 
7 participated in the annual Terry Fox School Run 
to raise funds for the Terry Fox Foundation. This 
year marks the celebration of 40 years of the Mar-
athon of Hope. Students learned about the life of 
Terry Fox and why we remember his cross-Cana-
da run to this day. As a school, we had a goal of 
running 42km total between all of the students. 
This year, our students were able to run an out-
standing 94km! We raised $3,212. Great work SJA! 

Check out this video to see our SJA students in ac-
tion at this year’s SJA Terry Fox School Run: https://
vimeo.com/459517718/ee16d01a22

https://vimeo.com/459517718/ee16d01a22 
https://vimeo.com/459517718/ee16d01a22 
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SJA Videos Just in Case 
You Missed Them
SJA Terry Fox Run 2020
https://vimeo.com/459517718/ee16d01a22  

We Appreciate Your Kind Words
https://vimeo.com/459016423/c98c94b83c

First Day of School - Grades 1 - 12
https://vimeo.com/456684607/684c05d793

First Day of School JK & SK
https://vimeo.com/456591762/2e188ef6ad

3 Houses on a Shirt
https://vimeo.com/455645065

https://vimeo.com/459517718/ee16d01a22   
https://vimeo.com/459016423/c98c94b83c
https://vimeo.com/456684607/684c05d793
https://vimeo.com/456591762/2e188ef6ad
https://vimeo.com/455645065 
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IMPORTANT MANDATORY PROCESS FOR ALL 
STUDENTS Effective Monday, September 28
SJA introduced a NEW interactive COVID screening process created for 
schools by the Ontario Provincial Government. It takes less than a minute 
to complete! 

The daily screen check is mandatory for all students. Families are asked 
to complete this daily and show the green check at drop off, entry or 
check in. There are two stations for check- in on the turf for the Grades 
2-6 door and Upper School.

CLICK HERE: https://covid-19.ontario.ca/school-screening 
  All siblings can enter through one door showing screening check once
  Students entering different doors will need to show screening check  
     at each entry
  Students entering bus will need to show check prior to boarding bus

We kindly ask all parents/guardians and caregivers to wear a mask 
while dropping off or picking up students. Thank you for working together 
with us to ensure the safety of our community!

Limited Spaces 
are available for 

the 2020-2021 
Year!

https://covid-19.ontario.ca/school-screening
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FOUNDER and INTERIM HEAD OF SCHOOL: Aaron Sawatsky
EDITOR: Ann Harvey

Send Your Comments, Questions & Address Updates to: editor@stjudesacademy.com 

EDITORIAL REVIEW COMMITTEE
A. Harvey, H. Hocevar, M. Haag, C. Sawatsky, M. Filion, S. Neal, R. Leang.

The St. Jude’s Academy Difference is a monthly communication created and distributed  
electronically to members of the SJA Family of Schools Community during the academic year.

ST. JUDE’S ACADEMY FAMILY OF SCHOOLS

ST. JUDE’S 
ACADEMY

THE MAPLES 
ACADEMY

OAKWOOD 
ACADEMY

St. Jude’s Academy
2150 Torquay Mews, Mississauga, Ontario 905-814-0202  www.stjudesacademy.com
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